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By Michael Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 


It's “essential personnel only” 
at Agawam Town Hall, as efforts 
to slow the spread of the corona- 
virus this week led to Mayor Wil- 
liam Sapelli sending most work- 
ers home. 

Town Hall, the library, the Se- 
nior Center, schools and most 
other town offices are closed to 
the public. Emergency services 
continue as usual, and given 
the nature of the emergency, the 
towns Health Department re- 
mains open. Just about everything 
else was closed either last week- 
end or on Wednesday. Sapelli said 
the decision follows federal and 
state health officials advice that 
all employers allow their workers 
to practice “social distancing. 

“It's important to stay in your 
homes, it really is, said Sapelli. 
“This isn't a scare tactic. You have 
to follow the instructions we're 
getting from the state and the 
CDC, the folks in the know.’ 

He said he’s also been encour- 
aged by some of the stories he's 
heard, and actions he’s seen, from 
private citizens around town. 
People are looking after their el- 
derly neighbors and limiting their 
own non-essential travel and 


All closed up f 
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public exposure. 

“If your neighbors are in need, 
please assist them, Sapelli said. 
“They need you now, more than 
ever. I see a greater sense of kind- 


Kathy Kalaitzidis stocks up on books during the “buck a bag” sale in the Agawam Public Library’s last open hour on March 14. 


ness and calm, and that’s import- 
ant in times like this.’ 

He said the advice hed give to 
Agawam residents now is to be 
patient. With delays in testing, 
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health professionals still dont 
know the extent of the pandemic 
or when it will end. ‘The restric- 
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FEDERAL COUNT 


Census forms, 
jobs arriving 
in town 


By Michael Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 


What you get from filling out 
the federal census form: More 
funding for your towns infra- 
structure and schools, more gov- 
ernment attention to your town's 
needs and a better understanding 
of how many people live in your 
town's neighborhoods. 

What you dont get from filling 
out the federal census form: Any 
kind of enforcement action or 
punishment. 

Susan Hagen, partnership 
specialist with the U.S. Census 
Bureau for Western Massachu- 
setts, emphasized that point in 
a discussion with city officials in 
Holyoke last week. 

“None of this information is 
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CORONAVIRUS 


School shuttering is no vacation 


Supt.: Online classrooms 
will keep kids learning 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


Schools will be closed for at 
least three weeks, but the learning 
doesn't have to stop. 

Agawam School Superinten- 
dent Steven Lemanski said this 
week that teachers will be using 
the Internet to get in touch with 
their students and assign enrich- 
ment and review work to be com- 
pleted at home as families prac- 
tice “social distancing” to fight 
the spread of the coronavirus. 

“Teachers at the schools are 
starting to utilize Google Class- 
room. Lemanski said. “Teachers 
are currently setting it up and 
learning how to communicate 
this way. 

He said the push for online 
classrooms is a result of the coro- 
navirus closure, but it’s a resource 
that teachers and schools will 
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probably continue to use even 
after regular classes resume. 
Teachers have already been using 
Google Conference to collaborate 
on planning assignments and 
coming up with teaching tips for 
students in each grade level. 
Lemanski acknowledged that 
not every student has access to a 
computer at home. For those who 





School’s parking lot is usually busy around dismissal time on a Monday — but 
not this week. PHOTO BY MICHAEL BALLWAY 


need them, the School Depart- 
ment will loan devices to families 
during the school closure. Stu- 
dents or parents of students who 
do not have regular access to an 
Internet device can request one 
at forms.gle/YTD1b569G4Swwm- 
JU6, or can pick up a form at the 
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oT. PATRICK'S DAY 


No parade 
for Irish 
group’s 
20th year 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


ith the cancellation of 
St. Patrick's Day festiv- 
ities in Holyoke, Aga- 


wams Irish won't get to celebrate 
their 20th year in the regions larg- 
est parade. 

The Agawam St. Patrick's Com- 
mittee started around this time in 
2000, when a small group of men 
in town met to discuss the forma- 
tion of an Irish cultural club. The 
group finally came together in 
December of that year and in just 
a few months’ time — by March 
2001 — had selected Agawam's 
first-ever colleen, built a float and 
organized a contingent to march 
in the Holyoke parade. 

“Tt’s probably one of my proud- 
est achievements, said founding 
co-chairman Robert Magovern. 
“We were having a cup of coffee 
in Friendly’ and I thought we 
should have some way to cele- 
brate our heritage in Agawam. We 
did a lot that first year. 

Founding member Lynn Fitz- 
patrick added, “We raised all of 
the funds ourselves, we always 
have, and we are devoted to the 
float and the parade.’ 

“Tt is a tribute to Agawam, that 
over the last 20 years people have 
been noticing, joining, and sup- 
porting the committee,’ said long- 
time member Rosemary Sandlin. 
“Were constantly looking to raise 
awareness of the committee and 
ultimately of Agawams Irish cul- 
tural influence. Weve been sus- 
tainable and remarkable in our 
work and weve made some good 
changes over the years.’ 

Today, the Agawam St. Pat- 
rick’s Committee has turned into 
almost a year-round commit- 
ment, starting the planning for 
the next year's float, awards and 
colleen pageant in the summer, 
just weeks after the St. Patrick's 
Day festivities end. It also has a 
long history and experienced vol- 
unteers to guide the way. 

In 2001, however, the com- 
mittee had a short timeline to 
get ready and was starting fresh. 
The committee had a framework 
of rules and regulations from the 
Holyoke parade organizers, and 
was able to take some ideas and 
tips from the West Springfield St. 
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April boat 
Safety class 
won't be held 


The state Environmental 
Police have canceled plans 
to host the Boat Massachu- 
setts course next month at 
Granger School. 

The Boat and Recreation 
Vehicle Safety Bureau will 
reach out to registered par- 
ticipants individually with 
further information. 


Applause 
Series cancels 
jazz concert 


In response to efforts 
to fight the spread of the 
coronavirus, the Agawam 
Cultural Council this week 
canceled plans for its next 
Applause Series free con- 
cert, which had been sched- 
uled for April 3. 

“Our Applause Series 
events are attended to a 
large extent by seniors who 
come from far and wide, 
the council said in a state- 
ment. “As we have been 
told, seniors are the most 
susceptible to the corona- 
virus.” 

The free concert was to 
have featured the jazz trio 
Too Human, performing at 
the Agawam Senior Center. 
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Social distancing advised to fight coronavirus threat 


By Elise Linscott 
élinscott@turley.com 


All public and private 
schools will be closed for 
at least three weeks, restau- 
rants will be limited to de- 
livery or take-out only for 
a month and gatherings 
of over 25 people will be 
banned, Gov. Charlie Baker 
announced Sunday. 

On Monday, Baker also 
announced a $10 million 
recovery loan fund to help 
small businesses affected 
by the coronavirus pan- 
demic, the Associated Press 


reported. 
For 80 percent of the 
population, the corona- 


virus feels like the flu and 
doesn't lead to hospitaliza- 
tion, Baker said in a press 
conference Sunday. 

“The reason were taking 
this so seriously is because 
it is incredibly contagious, 
Baker said. “It's more conta- 
gious than the seasonal flu.’ 

On Monday, state health 
officials reported there 
were 197 confirmed cases of 
Covid-19 in Massachusetts, 
up from 164 on Sunday, and 
14 hospitalizations, accord- 
ing to the Boston Herald. 
As of Monday night, there 
were 181,377 cases world- 
wide and 7,119 deaths, ac- 
cording to a map by Johns 
Hopkins University. Most of 
the deaths were in China, 
Italy, Iran and Spain. 

If we “take decisive steps 
now and everyone plays 


their part by following the 
best medical guidance, we 
can slow down the spread, 
and our healthcare system 
can be better positioned 
to care for the people who 
need it,’ Baker said. 

The statewide order 
banning gatherings of 25 
or more people applies to 
spaces like churches, gyms, 
concerts and offices and is 
in effect until April 5. Baker 
said there are no shelter-in- 
place orders. The state has 
also temporarily suspended 
certain provisions of open 
meeting laws in order to al- 
low town boards and com- 
missions to meet via phone 
or Internet, which still al- 
low real-time public access. 

Dine-in service at 
restaurants has also been 
banned, though as of Tues- 
day eateries were still al- 
lowed to prepare and serve 
food for pickup or delivery. 
As of Tuesday, there were 
no other statewide restric- 
tions on businesses, but the 
city of Holyoke announced 
that day that it was closing 
the all shops at the Holyoke 
Mall that can be reached 
only by internal corridors. 
Shops with outside en- 
trances would still be al- 
lowed to open. 


Social distancing 
To halt the spread of the 
pandemic, doctors are urg- 
ing people to maintain a 
physical distance of 6 feet 
from each other whenev- 


er possible. Dr. Armando 
Paez, chief of infectious dis- 
eases at Baystate Medical 
Center in Springfield, said 
he “can't stress enough the 
importance of social dis- 
tancing. 

“Maintaining a distance, 
especially from someone 
who is sick and is coughing 
and sneezing, is important 
because when that person 
coughs or sneezes, they 
spray small liquid droplets 
from their nose or mouth 
which may contain the 
Covid-19 virus or any other 
virus. If you are too close to 
them, then you can breathe 
in the droplets and become 
infected. Equally important 
is the fact that you could 
be infectious, yet have no 
symptoms, and_ spread 
the disease to others, said 
Paez. 

According to the CDC, 
older people are twice as 
likely to have serious illness 
from the novel coronavirus. 
They are advising people 
over 60 with underlying 
health problems to “stay 
at home as much as possi- 
ble’ That means avoiding 
air travel, going to movie 
theaters, attending fami- 
ly events, and shopping at 
crowded malls, for example. 

“What we know from re- 
searchers is that the fatality 
rate is likely to be higher 
among older adults, Paez 
commented. “As we age, 
our immune system weak- 
ens in its ability to fight off 


viruses and infections. Also, 
chronic health conditions 
such as heart disease, dia- 
betes, pulmonary disease 
and others make it harder 
for their already weakened 
bodies to cope with the 
additional strain placed on 
them by Covid-19" 

You might even want to 
keep a social distance from 
your doctor's office, said 
Paez. To avoid exposing 
healthy people to infection, 
the doctor may ask patients 
coming in for a routine 
checkup to delay their visit 
until the virus is under con- 
trol. Patients should call 
their doctors before keep- 
ing an appointment, Paez 
advised. 

Social distancing also 
means reconsidering how 
we greet one another in so- 
cial situations. 

“The handshake is out, 
at least for now, he said. 
“Many people over the years 
have already become more 
accustomed to saying, ‘I'm 
not shaking hands because 
I have a cold: But we have 
to take that one step fur- 
ther and not shake anyones 
hand, even if youre healthy. 
Handshaking results in 
transferring viruses and 
bacteria from one person 
to another, and that means 
the new coronavirus.’ 

He suggested that peo- 
ple greeting each other 
should use a bow, a wave or 
an elbow bump. 

“We all need to do our 


part to help prevent the 
spread of this deadly virus, 
Paez said. “The time to take 
action is now, before it is 
too late, when as a country 
many are only now coming 
to the realization that so- 
cial distancing is the only 
way to stop the commu- 
nity spread of coronavirus 
Covid-19- 

For more information, 
visit baystatehealth.org/ 
covid19. 


Change elections 
The pandemic is also 
having an impact on the 
presidential primaries. On 
Monday night, Ohio Gov. 
Mike DeWine said he would 
postpone Ohios presiden- 
tial primary by declaring a 
public health emergency. 
Georgia, Kentucky and Lou- 
isiana have also postponed 

their primary elections. 
Massachusetts held its 
presidential primary on 
March 3, but several munic- 
ipal elections are planned 
for later this spring. Ad- 
ditionally, as of Tuesday, 
Massachusetts had not 
postponed the handful of 
special legislative elections 
— including a _ contest- 
ed race for state Senator 
in Agawam and 10 other 
communities in Hampden 
and Hampshire counties — 

scheduled for March 31. 


Staff writer Michael Ball- 
way contributed to this re- 
port. 





scout still seeks emergency supplies for Gold Award 


Serena Croteau, a junior 
at Agawam High School, is 
looking for help to make 
sure every classroom is 
equipped to handle a safety 
emergency. 

The Troop 20559 mem- 
ber is looking for donations 
this month for Safety Stash- 
es, buckets filled with emer- 
gency supplies. Equipping 
each of the about 100 class- 
rooms at AHS with a Safety 
Stash is a service project for 
Croteau as she pursues her 
Gold Award, the highest 
honor in Girl Scouting. 


Items sought include 
new, unopened: 

- boxes of latex-free 
gloves 


¢ rubber door stoppers 

- rolls of duct tape 

« Kleenex packets 

- bug spray 

¢ flashlights with bat- 
teries 

- whistles with a lanyard 

« bottles of water 

- packages of glow sticks 

For information on how 
to donate, email Croteau 
at serenacroteau03@gmail. 
com. Croteau was orig- 
inally working toward a 
March 24 deadline, but her 
Gold Award schedule has 
been extended amid con- 
cerns over the coronavirus. 
When the drive ends, she 
will work with AHS student 
clubs to pack and distribute 
the Safety Stash buckets. 
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Cabinet 


KITCHENS 


Quality Products at Affordable Prices 


300 Main St., Agawam, MA 789-2074 
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Thurs., Fri. 9am-8pm; CLOSED SUN. & MON. 
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Adams presentation canceled 


The Agawam Historical 
Association has canceled its 
planned March 25 meeting 
because of concerns over 
the spread of coronavirus. 

The meeting was slated 


Free Appraisals 


to include a presentation by 
Sheryl Faye about Abigail 
Adams, the nation’s second 
first lady. That presentation 
has been tentatively resched- 
uled for Wednesday, Oct. 14. 


Buying Estates and Collections 
Gemini Coin Co. 


Tom Modzelesky 

In Business Since 1981 
Paying Top Dollar 
for Gold, Silver, 
Coins & Currency 
860-668-2838 office 
860-214-9029 cell 
Geminicoin@aol.com 
P.O Box 344 

Suffield, CT 06078 
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Kindergarten parent info night 
will be rescheduled for May 


A parent information night about 2020- 
21 kindergarten, scheduled for March 26, 
will be rescheduled for May, the school su- 
perintendent’s office announced this week. 

A makeup date in May will be chosen for 
the event, which is intended to give parents 
information about enrolling their child, 
screening their child, and preparing them 
and their child for the transition to elemen- 
tary school. 


Agawam children who turn 5 years old 
by Sept. 1, 2020, are eligible for kindergar- 
ten next school year. Depending on where 
they live, kindergartners attend classes at 
one of the town's four elementary schools, 
Clark, Granger, Phelps and Robinson Park. 
For more information, contact Robin Fer- 
nandes, director of early childhood, at 413- 
821-0597. 





Catholic Women cancel April show 


Due to the coronavirus, the annual en- 
tertainment and dinner of the Catholic 
Womens Club of Agawam has been can- 
celed. The event was scheduled for April 27. 
The club will release information about its 
May meeting as soon as it is determined. 


Scholarship forms are available by con- 
tacting Paula at 413-537-1174. Applicants 
must be a child or grandchild of a club 
member, a graduating senior and continu- 
ing their education. 





CENSUS 1&8 from page 1 


shared with any other department in the 
government, she said. “We dont look at 
any kind of documentation, or any kind of 
status. We dont share it with your landlord. 
The census is safe.’ 

Although she was speaking in Holyoke, 
she said the procedures in place there will 
apply to every community in Western Mas- 
sachusetts. All the census wants is an accu- 
rate number of residents in each dwelling, 
and some basic information about them 
for statistical reasons, she said. The cen- 
sus does not care whether respondents are 
lawful residents of their building or even of 
the country — only that they are residents 
of this community. 

Households should have started receiv- 
ing census forms last week. Residents can 
fill out the forms and return them, post- 
age-free. If they dont respond, they will 
receive more mailings from the census, 
inviting them to participate. After five tries 
through the mail, census workers begin 
showing up at the front door. Hagen said 
those personal visits may begin for some 
properties in late April. 

The followup stage of the census — 
where census workers called “enumer- 
ators’ visit every household that hasnt 
responded and try to talk to the residents 
to get an accurate count — also represents 
an employment opportunity. The census 
wants to hire Western Massachusetts res- 
idents to make this outreach in their own 
home towns, so that residents aren't being 
asked questions by complete strangers 
from far away. 

“We rely on the people in the neighbor- 
hood to be the representatives of the cen- 


sus, Hagen said. “They re the trusted voice.’ 

In an effort to attract more job seekers, 
the census recently increased its hourly 
wage for enumerators to $22, Hagen said. 
Asked how many hours a week they would 
work, she said it’s up to the worker. 

“You can work 40 and plus, she said. 
“Were foreseeing were going to need plen- 
ty of hours.’ 

Enumerators do not need a college ed- 
ucation or any special qualifications. They 
must be 18 years or older, and must have a 
valid email address. 

Hagen said the Census Bureau is hop- 
ing to finish its count by the end of August, 
though work could stretch into September 
if it runs behind schedule. By law, it has to 
be completed by the end of December. 

Information on working for the census 
can be found at 2020census.gov. 

The stakes are high, Hagen said. The 
federal census only comes around once a 
decade. 

“Tt is an extremely important census, 
she said. “Money is distributed according 
these numbers. We live with these numbers 
for 10 years.’ 

For whatever reason, children up to 
age 5 were drastically undercounted in the 
2010 census, Hagen said. School districts 
found that out in the middle of the decade, 
when kindergarten enrollments ended up 
much higher than they had predicted using 
census figures. Hagen said it’s important to 
get an accurate count of all residents from 
newborn to elderly, including demographic 
details such as their ages, so that govern- 
ment agencies can plan their staffing and 
spending. 

“Babies, infants, 2-year-olds, 3-year-olds 
... this population is going to go to school, 
need a desk, need a classroom, Hagen said. 


POLICE LOG 


The Agawam Police Department responded to 
3/7 calls for service March 9-15, and recorded 
the following arrests. No arrests in the public log 
have been omitted. All suspects are innocent until 
proven guilty. 


Tuesday, March 10 
Kianni Marie Reidy, 22, of no known address, was 
arrested at 9:19 p.m. on Castle Hill Road on two 
warrants. 


Wednesday, March 11 
Drevon M. Hornsby, 24, of 69 State Street Terrace, 
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Springfield, was arrested at 8:19 a.m. on Ridge- 
way Drive on a warrant. 

Robert G. Seagrave Jr., 46, of 19 Hamilton Circle, 
Feeding Hills, was arrested at 6:39 p.m. on Hamil- 
ton Circle on a warrant. 

Alexander R. Sampson, 24, of 32 Regency Park 
Drive, Agawam, was arrested at 9:39 p.m. on Re- 
gency Park Drive on three warrants. 


Thursday, March 12 
Paul C. Farrell, 65, of 325 Regency Park Drive, Aga- 
wam, was arrested at 5:06 p.m. on Elm Street on 
a warrant. 


DECORATIONS 


at Agawam Center Cemetery 


820 Main Street, Agawam 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS I 





Page 3 


Boldyga opposed gas tax increase bill 


State Rep. Nicholas Boldyga, R-South- 
wick, recently voted against a bill to raise 
the state gas tax and implement addition- 
al policy changes that would collectively 
increase taxes on Massachusetts residents 
and employers by more than $600 million. 

On March 4, Boldyga voted against 
House Bill 4508, An Act Relative to Trans- 
portation Finance. During floor debate, he 
supported several amendments designed 
to eliminate, mitigate or delay the pro- 
posed tax increases. H. 4508 passed the 
House of Representatives on a vote of 113- 
40, and will now move to the Senate for fur- 
ther consideration. 

Under the bill, the motor vehicle gaso- 
line excise tax would rise from 24 cents per 
gallon to 29 cents per gallon, while the tax 
on diesel fuel would increase from 24 cents 
per gallon to 33 cents per gallon. Boldyga 
said that according to the Boston Herald, 
an analysis conducted by the Beacon Hill 
Institute estimates these proposed increas- 
es would result in the loss of 3,000 jobs and 
$93 million in business investment in just 
the first year, while depriving Massachu- 
setts residents of $843 million in dispos- 
able income and costing the state economy 
$207 million in lost production. 

The proposed law also calls for a re- 
structuring of the corporate minimum ex- 
cise tax for companies with annual sales 
exceeding $1 million. Currently set at 
$456, the corporate minimum excise tax 
would be replaced with a nine-tiered struc- 
ture that would result in some businesses 


paying a minimum excise of as much as 
$150,000. 

“I do not support higher gas taxes or 
higher taxes of any kind, said Boldyga. 
“This attempt to raise the gas tax will ad- 
versely impact taxpayers and slow eco- 
nomic growth. As a working-class guy, I will 
always advocate for working-class families 
and small business owners, and raising tax- 
es is not in our best interest.’ 

Transportation network companies 
would also be impacted by the House 
bill, which would implement new fees on 
shared, non-shared and luxury rides of 20 
cents, $1.20 and $2.20, respectively, but 
would bar the companies from passing 
these fees along to consumers and drivers. 
The bill also eliminates the existing sales 
tax exemption for new vehicles purchased 
by car rental companies. 

Among the amendments Boldyga sup- 
ported were proposals to: 

* Provide cities and towns with a per- 
manent exemption from the gasoline ex- 
cise tax 

* Retain the existing corporate mini- 
mum excise tax 

* Repeal the tax increases included in 
the bill if the proposed “millionaires tax” 
ballot question is approved by Massachu- 
setts voters in November 2022 

Boldyga represents Agawam, Granville 
and Southwick in the state House of Rep- 
resentatives. He can be reached at 413-569- 
3137, ext. 103, or 

Nicholas.Boldyga@mahouse.gov. 


Family Program closed through April 1 


The Agawam Family and Community Pro- 
gram has canceled all its programs through 
April 1, amid the coronavirus epidemic. 
These include Shake, Shimmy and Dance 
scheduled for this Friday, the Multicultural 
Festival scheduled for next Saturday, and the 
Parent Café scheduled for April 1. 


OPEN 
Jam- 
opm 


Outreach Coordinator Valerie Smart 
said as April 1 approaches, organizers will 
“re-evaluate the closure and determine if 
we can resume programming. 

For more information on the program, 
email Erin Cosgrove at ecosgrove@aga- 
wamed.org or call 413-821-0597. 


YW 
PARTNERS 


RESTAURANT 


Let Us Cook for You! 


e Take-Out & Curb Side Pick Up @ Partners 
e Delivery (min $10. Order) 


West Springfield, Agawam, Feeding Hills 
e Our Menus + Family Meals 


e Gift Certificates 


e Buy $25. Get $5 FREE. 


® To order Gift Certificates, 
view Menus or Order Online 
www.partnersrestaurant.com 


Call 786-0975 


Visit Facebook for 
Family Meal Options 
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NAMI art exhibit scheduled 
for Chicopee library in April 


CHICOPEE — The National Alliance on 
Mental Illness of Western Massachusetts, 
based in Agawam, will exhibit the works of 
artists living with mental health conditions 
throughout April at the Chicopee Public 
Library. 

An opening reception is scheduled for 
6-8 p.m. Wednesday, April 1, in the library at 
449 Front St., Chicopee. The reception and 
parking adjacent to the library are free. ‘The 
art show will feature art works for sale to the 
public, with proceeds going to the artists. 
Complimentary refreshments will be served 
at the reception, and all are welcome. 


The “Art for the Mind” art show is a ven- 
ue for artists with lived experience with 
mental illness to have a showcase for their 
work. It is an opportunity to educate the 
public about the lives, creativity and abil- 
ities of individuals in Western Massachu- 
setts who are affected by this often stigma- 
tized illness. 

NAMI-Western Massachusetts is dedicat- 
ed to helping improve the quality of life for 
individuals and families affected by mental 
health conditions through support, educa- 
tion and advocacy. For more information, 
visit www.namiwm.org or call 413-786-9139. 





Drive raises $377K to fight diabetes 


Stop & Shop grocery stores recently 
raised a record-breaking $376,979 to ben- 
efit JDRF, the leading global organization 
funding type 1 diabetes research. Stop & 
Shop customers, including patrons of the 
store on Springfield Street in Feeding Hills, 
supported the effort by donating the de- 
nomination of their choosing ($1, $3, $5, or 
round up to the next dollar) at the register 
from Feb. 15 to March 1. 

“JDRPF is grateful for the amazing results 
from the recent campaign at Stop & Shop, 
said Joe Watterson, vice president of corpo- 
rate development at JDRF. “The generous 


support from associates and customers is 
truly making a difference for families, like 
the Skinners, that live in Stop & Shop com- 
munities.’ 

More than 1.6 million Americans live 
with type 1 diabetes, an autoimmune dis- 
ease that can strike at any time. It cannot 
be prevented, and, at present, there is no 
cure. More than 200,000 with type 1 dia- 
betes are under the age of 20. Experts say 
that by 2050, the numbers will skyrocket to 
5 million, of which 600,000 will be youth. 
Each year more than 60,000 Americans are 
diagnosed with type 1 diabetes. 





Channel 15 has Covid-19 updates 


The town of Agawam is centralizing its 
communications regarding Covid-19 and 
its impact on the town, with updates avail- 
able from cable access Channel 15 both on 
Comcast cable and online. 

Channel 15 will air coronavirus-related 
videos and updates from Mayor William 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Currency of Guinea 

5. Avert something bad 

10. Sounds 

12. Immediate dangers 

14. Legendary Tar Heels 
coach 40. Alabama football 

16. Californium team 

18. Work standards 41. King Cole 
government dept. 42. Digital audiotape 
(abbr.) 44. Open trough 

19. Coastal Scottish 45. The woman 
town 48. Cools down 

20. Triangular lower back 50. Turkic language 
bones 52. Body part 

22. Trouble 53. Pulse steadily 

23. A way to smile 59. Embedded computer 

25. something that is not hardware company 
what it seems 56. Indicates shape 

26. Of she 57. Thou (plural) 

27. Temporary living 58. Odd and remarkable 
quarters 63. An evening party 

28. Bag-like structure in 65. National capital of 
a plant or animal Zambia 

30. Indicates near 66. Tantalizes 
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31. Spiritual leader 

33. Soup dish 

35. Philippine island 

37. No longer 
fashionable 

38. Peaks 


Sapelli and town Health Director Kathleen 
Auer. The videos are available on demand 
at agawammedia.tv. 

The town website, at agawam.ma.us, 
also has links to coronavirus updates avail- 
able from a link with a flashing red light at 
the top of the page. 
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67. Dark brown or black 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Not naturally outgoing 

2. Exclamation of pain 

3. Polynesian garland of 
flowers 35. Sound mental health 

4. Surrounded by water 36. Native American 

5. Church towers group 

6. Hot beverage 39. Test for high 

7. Body parts schoolers 

8. Travel documents 40. Rocky peak 

9, Railway 43. Preferences 

10. Gradually wear away 44. Bother 

11. Measuring 46. Call attention to 
instrument (slang) 

13. Minor dust-ups 47. Snake-like fish 

15. Strongly alkaline 49. Bulgarian capital 
solution 51. Don’t know when yet 

17. Extreme scarcity of 54. Italian Seaport 
food 59. Brooklyn hoopster 

18. Dash 60. Where to bathe 

21. Philly culinary 61. Equal, prefix 
specialty 62. Beverage container 

23. Popular lager __ 64. Denotes openness 


Adams 
24. Snitch 
27. Trimmed 
29. Greek god of desire 
32. Take to the limit 
34. Cool! 
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Mayoral breakfast moved to Sept. 


WEST SPRINGFIELD — The West of 
the River Chamber of Commerce's Mayoral 
Breakfast has been rescheduled for Sept. 2. 

Anyone who had signed up for the 
March 19 event will be automatically regis- 
tered for the new date, 7:30-9 a.m. Wednes- 
day, Sept. 2, at the Storrowton Tavern Car- 
riage House, 1305 Memorial Ave., West 
Springfield. New registrations and spon- 
sorships are also being taken, at robin@ 
westoftheriverchamber.com. 


The breakfast event is a chance to hear 
the mayors of Agawam and West Spring- 
field, William Sapelli and Will Reichelt, dis- 
cuss happenings in each town and collabo- 
rative efforts. The mayors will also answer 
questions submitted ahead of time to the 
Chamber. The West of the River Chamber 
of Commerce represents the interests of 
the business community in Agawam and 
West Springfield. 





Council, schools plan closed meetings 


Following the cancelation of this week's 
City Council meeting, Mayor William 
Sapelli announced on Tuesday that all 
“non-essential” public meetings of town 
boards and commissions have been can- 
celed, in response to the coronavirus pan- 
demic. 

When emergency meetings must be 
held, they will be held in the Agawam Se- 
nior Center and closed to the public. All 
meetings will be videotaped and broadcast 
on the public access cable television chan- 
nel as soon as practicable. Gov. Charlie 
Baker on March 12 granted all Massachu- 
setts towns an emergency public health ex- 
emption to the state's Open Meeting Law. 

Notices of public meetings will be post- 
ed at agawam.ma.us and on the bulletin 
board outside Town Hall, 36 Main St., Aga- 
wam. Meeting notices will include email 


contact information to allow residents to 
send input and comments on agenda items 
directly to board members. 

Any member of the public wishing to 
provide input and comments to the City 
Council under the Citizen Speak Time por- 
tion of its agenda may submit them to the 
council's administrative assistant, Barbara 
Bard, at bbard@agawam.ma.us. Anyone 
wishing to submit input or comments to 
the School Committee may send them to 
the administrative assistant to the super- 
intendent, Alexis Ferioi, at aferioli@aga- 
wamed.org. All submitted comments will 
be read into the record at the meeting. 

Sapelli said on Tuesday that he envi- 
sions the City Council and School Commit- 
tee each meeting once per month for the 
duration of the pandemic, to take care of 
business that cannot be postponed. 





SCHOOLS 1 from page 1 


schools Central Office in the Agawam Ju- 
nior High School building, 1305 Springfield 
St., Agawam. 

Those who do have an Internet device 
at home are asked to use their own equip- 
ment, at the schools have a limited num- 
ber of devices available. Lemanski said the 
towns information technology director 
will be available to provide assistance to 
those who need it. 

Lemanski said it’s important that chil- 
dren keep learning through the school clo- 
sure, especially with children in preschool, 
kindergarten, and grades 1-3. Keeping their 
classroom habits active will help them suc- 
ceed when schools reopen. 

“Engage the kids in fun, meaningful, and 
educational ways during this time away 
from school, Lemanski advised parents. 
“You don't want to let them sit around, so 
try to engage and learn with them.’ 

He said although the break is currently 
only scheduled to last until early April, it 
could be extended longer. 

In a statement released Monday, Le- 
manski said the schools are working to 
contact kindergarten and grade 1 students 
with login information for school Goo- 
gle accounts, which teachers will use to 
contact students with enrichment assign- 
ments. Students in higher grades should 
log in with the accounts they already have 
to receive assignments and messages from 
their teachers. 

Lemanski said all teachers will be reach- 
ing out to their students in some way. 

Parents are encouraged to check their 
school websites, which will have grade-spe- 
cific activities and ideas soon. 


Students out weeks 
Lemanski also strongly encouraged kids 
to be mindful of the reason for the school 


closure — to halt the spread of a deadly dis- 
ease — and follow public health guidelines. 

“I drove by the basketball courts the 
other day and there were hordes of kids. 
It defeats the purpose of them being sent 
home, Lemanski said. “You dont know 
what a kid has, so you dont know if youre 
infected. Were strongly encouraging kids 
to stay away from public places and large 
groups. 

Studies have shown that children can 
carry the coronavirus without showing 
symptoms, but are still able to infect adults. 

Following reports that a family member 
of a high school student had “flu-like symp- 
toms, Agawam High School was closed last 
Friday, March 13, in what was initially con- 
ceived as a one-day break to give workers 
time to thoroughly clean and disinfect all 
hard surfaces and “touch points’ through- 
out the school and school buses. As more 
and more schools across the region an- 
nounced two-week closures, Agawam 
decided late last week to shut down all 
its schools through March 27. The School 
Department also canceled all out-of-state 
school travel through April 27, and any 
“events that include community members 
involving large numbers of outside people” 
through April Vacation, the third week in 
April. Individual school principals will an- 
nounce how events will be replaced or re- 
scheduled at their schools. 

Among the events canceled included a 
public listening session for the School Su- 
perintendent Search Committee on March 
16. Mayor William Sapelli said this week 
that the committee has agreed to suspend 
the search process. Officials will reassess 
whether to reopen the search when public 
meeting schedules return to normal. 

This week, Gov. Charlie Baker ordered 
that all schools in Massachusetts stay closed 
through at least the first week in April. The 
first day back in class would be April 6 — 
unless the closure is extended again. 


BUSINESS 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 
folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 


their ad representatives. 


For more information on business coverage for the Agawam Advertiser News, please email mballway@ 


turley.com. 
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schools & Youth 





Students from Mary Ann Studio of 
Dance recently had a chance to share their 
love of the art with a wider crowd than the 
friends and family who come to their year- 
end show. 

Mary Ann dancers performed at Her- 
itage Woods on Feb. 29. Adult and teen 
dancers showed off their precision in tap 
shoes and their adeptness with props such 
as tambourines and capes, honed through 
years of practice. Not only did they enter- 
tain the residents, but they also took time 
to mingle with residents after the show. 

For the younger dancers, the show 
served as practice to prepare them for 
the much larger audience at the year-end 
show. Among the younger dancers were 
the “small fry” (age 2), who were perform- 
ing in public for the first time. These little 
girls enjoyed being in front of an audience, 
and they too showed what it was like to 
perform with their apple props. 

This turned out to be a very special per- 
formance for the Mary Ann dancers, as just 
two weeks later Heritage Woods, along 
with many other senior facilities and nurs- 
ing homes, was ordered into quarantine 
because of the coronavirus pandemic. 

“The Mary Ann Studio of Dance staff 
and dancers hope that everyone stays well, 
and we look forward to the day we can all 
get out there and dance, dance, dance for 
you again, commented instructor April 
Mosher. 








Mary Ann Studio dancers perform at Heritage Woods 





Erikah Jenney, left, and Emily Scott of Feeding Hills perform the tarentella. Mary Ann Studio of Dance instructor April Mosher, of Agawam, performs with 


SUBMITTED PHOTOS her dad Fred Bliss, a 93-year-old resident of Heritage Woods. 








Kaylianna St. Amand, Izabella Piascik of Feeding Hills and Makyala Stellato get | Mary Ann’s youngest dancers, Corrine Davignon of Feeding Hills, left, and 


ready to perform their “Ice Cream Freeze” dance. Emma Stellato, take a bow for an appreciative audience at Heritage Woods in 
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David A. Ladizki, P.C. 
LAW OFFICES — 


¢ Real Estate Closings 
& Title Examination 
¢ Auto Accidents 
¢ Bankruptcy +: 
¢ Estate Planning & Elder Planning & 


413-786-9000 
46 Suffield Street, Agawam, MA 
www.ladizkilaw.com 
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FRIDAY, APRIL 3®° AT 11:00 A.M. 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 


e SOUTHWICK 


7 ROOM / 4 BEDROOM 
2-STORY 


CAPE STYLE HOME 


WITH 
ONE CAR ATTACHED GARAGE 
15 George Loomis Road SOUTHWICK, MA 


To be Sold on the Premises 


Features: 
¢ 2-Story Cape Style Home ¢ + % Acre (or + 20,595 S/F) of Land ¢ 
* Total of (7) Rooms w/ (4) Bedrooms & (2) Baths « 
¢ +1,608 S/F of Gross Living Area Above Grade * Oil Hot Water Baseboard Heat ¢ 
* Full Basement ¢ Vinyl Siding * Carpeted, Hardwood & Tile Floors « 
¢ Deck * Public Water & Private Septic * Zoned: Residential 40 « 
* One Car Attached Garage * 


Sale Per Order of Mortgagee 
Attorney Joseph J. Lange 
Of the Firm of yon & Fitzpatrick, LLP 
14 Bobala Road, Holyoke, MA 
Attorney for Mortgagee 
Terms of Sale: $5,000. Deposit Cash or Certified Funds. 
Deposit to be Increased 10% of the Purchase Price within Five Business Days of the Auction 
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies. 
Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale. 
West Springfield, MA e Philadelphia, PA 
413-733-5238 ¢ 610-853-6655 
TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451) 
MA Auc. Lic. #161 © PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L 
www.posnik.com ¢ E-mail: info@ posnik.com 





Agawam on Feb. 29. 


Town of Agawam 


36 Main Street 
Agawam, Massachusetts 01001-1837 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 


WILLIAM FRANCIS GALVIN, 
SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH 





HAMPDEN SS. 
To either of the constables of the Town of Agawam. 


GREETING: 
In the name of the Commonwealth, you are hereby required to notify 
and warn the inhabitants of said town who are qualified to vote in 
Special State Elections to vote at: 


Precinct 1: Robinson School, 65 Begley Street 

Precinct 2: Clifford M. Granger School, 31 South Westfield Street 
Precinct 3: Agawam High School, 760 Cooper Street 

Precinct 4: Roberta G. Doering School, 68 Main Street 

Precinct 5: Benjamin J. Phelps School, 689 Main Street 

Precinct 6: James Clark School, 65 Oxford Street 

Precinct 7: Agawam Junior High School, 1305 Springfield Street 
Precinct 8: James Clark School, 65 Oxford Street 


on TUESDAY, THE THIRTY-FIRST DAY OF MARCH, 2020, 
from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. for the following purpose: 


To cast their votes in the Special State Elections for the candidates of 
political parties for the following offices: 


SENATOR IN GENERAL COURT SECOND HAMPDEN & 
HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT 


Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with your doings thereon at 
the time and place of said voting. Given under our hands this third day of 
February, 2020. 

Vincent Gioscia 

Town Clerk 
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Opinion 
OUR VIEW 


Coronavirus Is 
a real threat 


mericans dont like being told 
A to do, and the government's 

been doing an awful lot of telling 
lately. 

Dont eat out. Dont send your kids to 
school. Dont have a party. Don't watch 
a parade. 

The past week has seen a massive up- 
heaval in almost every aspect of almost 
every American's life — home, work, rec- 
reation. None of it has been welcome. 
But — to repeat the phrase we all hated 
when we heard it as children from our 
parents, our doctors and our teachers 
— it’s for our own good. The point is to 
protect us from the coronavirus. 

The coronavirus that quarantined an 
entire metropolis in China. 

The coronavirus that shut down es- 
sentially the whole country of Italy. 

The coronavirus is not a possibility 
or a far-off fear. It’s a real thing that has 
been killing thousands of people around 
the world. It’s here now, and the only way 
we can stop it is to keep it from jumping 
from person to person. And the only way 
to do that is to keep people away from 
people. 

A little skepticism about the claims 
made by politicians is a healthy thing, 
especially when theyre trying to justify 
restrictions on freedom of movement 
and commerce. But this isn't a good time 
to take a chance on the experts being 
wrong. Everyone in a position of power 
is saying the same thing — the corona- 
virus is a real threat. Federal, state and 
local officials. Doctors and public health 
agencies. Business leaders. Politicians 
from both major parties. 

That the American death toll hasn't 
yet reached the crisis levels of Italy or 
China is not a testament to some inher- 
ent superiority or hardiness of the Amer- 
ican public. It's merely a function of the 
fact that the coronavirus infected those 
countries earlier. Public health officials 
arent responding to actual deaths on 
our shores. Theyre looking at how the 
disease has spread in other countries, 
and trying to stop it from spreading that 
way here. 

What can you do? 

« Practice good hygiene — wash 
hands frequently, cough into your sleeve 
rather than hand, disinfect frequently 
touched surfaces and items in the home. 

« Stay home. Work from home, learn 
from home, eat at home. Shop online 
and have items delivered. Read books 
and watch television rather than going 
out for entertainment. Don't host or at- 
tend parties. 

- Limit contact between elderly peo- 
ple and young people. Senior citizens 
are especially susceptible to Covid-19, 
and children can carry the virus without 
showing any symptoms. 

- If you begin to experience a fever or 
flu-like symptoms, call your doctor. 

Unfortunately, by the time symptoms 
appear, the patient has already been car- 
rying — and spreading — the disease for 
as long as two weeks. Any of us could be 
infected right now and not realize it, so 
it’s important that all of us work to halt 
its spread, whether we “feel sick” or not. 

The government is forcing some of 
these choices on us. Schools, senior 
centers and increasingly town halls 
are closed. Public gatherings of large 
numbers of people have been banned. 
Restaurants are closed for all but take- 
out and delivery. 

Some of these lifestyle changes are 
easy. Some are difficult. Some may even 
be annoying or burdensome. 

But every one of them is better than 
getting infected. And every one of them 
is better than getting your grandparents, 
your parents, or your elderly neighbors 
infected, too. 


What do you think? Send your letter to 
the editor to aan@turley.com. 
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IN THE GARDEN 


Pre-start cannas now! 





door gardening project that the girls 

could help me with over their unex- 
pected break from school. How about 
pre-starting some canna rhizomes? I 
have a few overwintering in the mud- 
room and if I start the now they'll be 
good-sized by May. Read on. 

Cannas are gorgeous plants for 
the summer border. Their large, pad- 
dle-shaped leaves and fist-sized clus- 


[&« trying to think up a good in- 





Roberta McQuaid 


eight inches in diameter is usually ideal. 
Fill the pot about half way with a good 
quality moistened potting soil. Lay the 
rhizome on top with leaf buds pointing 
up. Any hairy roots, new or old can fall to 
the side. Cover with two inches of soil. 
If your finished product reaches the rim, 
reposition so that you have at least an 
inch deep “basin” on top to make water- 
ing well easier. Place the pots in a warm 
location and continue to water as need- 








ters of vivid-toned flowers add an exotic 

touch to beds and container plantings. Sometimes, 
however, a gardeners initial experience with this 
tender bulb leads to disappointment rather than 
delight. The plant may take most of the season to 
reach its mature height and come into flower, only 
to be struck down by frost a few weeks later. Why 
not give your cannas a head start? By potting them 
up now you will get blooms earlier in the season 
and be able to enjoy wonderful tropical foliage for 
a longer period. 

If you are shopping for canna rhizomes for the 
first time, you will no doubt find a better selection 
through mail order nurseries than the local gar- 
den center. Standard varieties can grow upwards 
of six feet tall, whereas dwarf cultivars top off at 
two or three feet. Choose carefully! All will do best 
if planted in full sun and fertile soil. Some cannas 
even make great water specimens. When you place 
your order, mention to the operator that youd like 
your bulbs as soon as it is safe enough for them to 
be sent in the mail without risk of freezing, other- 
wise you will likely receive them close to Memorial 
Day, which is too late for indoor planting. 

When your package arrives, unpack it imme- 
diately. Canna rhizomes will come in small plastic 
bags filled with peat moss. At the very least, they 
should be about the size of your thumb; sometimes 
they are even double that in width. They ought to 
be firm, not at all soft. To pot them up, choose a 
container that is a couple of inches bigger than the 
rhizome when it is laid out horizontally; one six to 


ed. When the first sprouts appear, move 
the canna plants to a sunny window or place under 
grow lights. By mid-May you can start to harden 
the plants off outdoors by gradually exposing them 
to bright sun, wind and fluctuating temps. After a 
week to 10 days of acclimatization, and if there are 
no frosts in the forecast, cannas can be removed 
from their pots and planted in their permanent 
summer location. A shovelful of compost in the 
planting hole along with supplemental fertilizer 
every couple of weeks will result in big, floriferous 
plants fast! 

Be sure to save your cannas from year to year; 
it’s easy and makes great sense money-wise. I have 
had the same ‘Wyoming’ cannas going for well 
over a decade now. After a light frost, dig up the 
plants and let them dry briefly. Then, cut the foli- 
age away from the rhizomes and store them at 50 
degrees in boxes or tubs filled with peat moss. As 
mentioned, my mudroom is the perfect spot in my 
house. I am sure there is a place in yours too. After 
the second season you will have enough divisions 
to share with family and friends; much to their de- 
light. 


Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock- 
bridge School of Agriculture at the University of Mas- 
sachusetts. For the last 28 years, she has held the 
position of staff horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Vil- 
lage. She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question’ in the subject line. 


Our Back Pages 


From yesteryear’s editions of the Agawam Advertiser 
News, compiled by Michael Ballway. 


A year ago: Agawam garnered several awards at the 
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Parade on March 17, 2019. 
The colleens’ float, “Faith and Knowledge / Creideamh 
& Eolas / Book of Kells,” won the John K. Bowler Award, 
first place for a religious theme. The Marching Mo- 
hawks were doubly awarded, with Agawam High School 
earning the William H. Burns Memorial Award for best 
marching band, and Jamie Lyn Cavallon named the best 
majorette in the parade. 

Five years ago: Mark and Sue Tansey, owners of Part- 
ners Restaurant, announced in March 2015 that they do 
plan to rebuild the Feeding Hills eatery after a Septem- 


ber 2014 fire, though in the meantime they also planned 
to open a “second” location at The Cup, a closed diner in 
their hometown of West Springfield. 

Ten years ago: A new school lunch payment system is 
slowing down the cafeteria line, high schoolers com- 
plained in the March 25, 2010, Agawam Advertiser 
News. The schools had converted from cash payments 
to a debit system that requires cafeteria workers to scan 
students’ ID badges. They found, however, that hundreds 
of students don’t wear their badges, and even for those 
who do, the scanning process takes longer than paying 
in cash. School Principal Steve Lemanski said, however, 
that lines were moving faster later in the month than 
they did at the March 1 rollout, as students and workers 
alike got used to it. 
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ost fans of the popu- 
lar TV show “Jeopar- 
dy” have memories of 


shows that had surprise endings 
or categories where they knew 
almost every response. I would 
say “every question, but as you 
probably know, “Jeopardy” gives 
you the answer and the con- 
testant has to respond with the 
appropriate question, in keep- 





Walt Willard 


March 19,2020 I 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS I 


Page 7 


YESTERDAY'S HOMETOWN NEWS 


The incredible Sam Provo 


One of my favorite “Jeopardy” 
memories was when host Alex 
Trebek used the word “palin- 
drome. I didn't quite know what 
it meant, but learned from Alex 
that a palindrome is a word or 
number that reads the same for- 
ward as backwards. Like “kayak” 
or “racecar” or 121 (11 x 11) or 
484 (22 x 22). For years, I looked 
for license plates that were pal- 








ing with the category. When 

the mailman Cliff Clavin in the 

“Cheers” episode was on “Jeopardy, didnt 
he come up with a really ridiculous final 
question and lost? 

One other memorable “Jeopardy” show 
was when, on the final answer-question, 
the contestant with a big lead figured out 
how much his nearest opponent could pos- 
sibly end up with by betting everything, did 
some arithmetic and tried to bet just the 
right amount to still win. Instead of betting 
one dollar less than the calculated amount, 
he/she bet one dollar more and lost by one 
dollar. 


Our Town 





indromes, and probably saw 

dozens, but now almost never 
do I see one, because most license plates 
now have letters, and that makes it much 
harder to get a palindrome. Now I look for 
license plates that are nearly identical to 
my 7LNY50. One day at the Pride station in 
Feeding Hills (Craig Dore's favorite), I start- 
ed toward a car with 7LNS50. Wait a min- 
ute, my car's not white! See if you can find a 
license plate like yours. 

Some dates of birth are palindromes. Stu- 
art Kibbe, Cliff's brother, was born 3-3-33, a 
palindrome. Another well-known Brownie, 
Sam Provo, was born on 8-4-48, another 


palindrome. My se- 
nior year at AHS the 
baseball coach let me 
pitch the last game 
of the season against 
Palmer. It was prom 
day, so two of our po- 
sition starters had to 
get their nails done 
and didnt show up. 
Ed Harrasuk, our 
usual shortstop, had 
to catch, so Sam Pro- 
vo was brought up from the freshman team 
to fill in at short for Eddie. Sam must have 
had a great game, because Palmer only 
scored one run and we won 2-1 in eight in- 
nings. Since I had only pitched eight innings 
all season, I had plenty of energy. 

Sam and I have talked about that Palm- 
er game many times. My last game was 
his first. We won because Emile Barbaro 
walked with the bases loaded in the top of 
the eighth inning. Sam Provo was inducted 
into the AHS Athletic Hall of Fame in 2018. 
His 1,276 career points playing basket- 





Sam Provo — 


Way Finders names local as chief of operations 


Way Finders Inc. has 
named Laureen Borgatti of 
Agawam as its new chief op- 
erating officer. 

Borgatti has been em- 
ployed by the organization 
for 27 years, serving in var- 
ious administrative capaci- 
ties, most recently as the or- 
ganizations chief of staff and 
chief administrative officer. 

“Laureen has consistent- 
ly demonstrated extraor- 
dinary leadership, and her institutional 
knowledge after so many years of service to 
the organization is invaluable as we chart 
our path for the future, Way Finders CEO 
Peter Gagliardi said. “She has a deep under- 
standing of the multitude of programs we 
administer, our complex staffing structure, 
and has built strong relationships with our 
partners and funders. Most recently, Lau- 
reen has served as our internal project 





Laureen Borgatti 


manager for the construction of our 
new Housing Center, soon to be com- 
pleted in April 2020. It has been an 
honor to work with her throughout 
the years and I’m pleased to name 
her as Way Finders COO? 

Borgatti remarked, “I am pleased 
to have the opportunity to serve as 
Way Finders’ chief operating officer 
and excited for what the future holds 
for our organization. It is a privilege 
to work side by side with our dedicat- 
ed staff and partners every day and 
to witness firsthand the positive impact we 
are able to make in the lives of our clients 
and in communities throughout Western 
Massachusetts.’ 

Borgatti is also the chairman of the 
board of directors of the Human Service 
Forum, a membership organization that 
assists members in better addressing the 
needs of the people they serve throughout 
the Pioneer Valley. She sits on the board of 


directors for the new Housing Navigator, 
an initiative led by the Kuehn Charitable 
Foundation to develop an online search 
tool that will give people with low and 
moderate incomes the ability to quickly 
find available affordable rental units any- 
where in Massachusetts. She also serves 
on the board of directors of the Dakin Hu- 
mane Society. 

Founded in 1972, Way Finders is the larg- 
est nonprofit housing provider in Western 
Massachusetts, providing housing coun- 
seling, financial education, employment 
training, affordable housing development 
and management, rental assistance, home- 
lessness prevention services, neighborhood 
revitalization, and community building. 
For more information on Way Finders’ pro- 
grams, visit www.wayfindersma.org. 

The organization owns 13 acres at 586 
Mill St. in Feeding Hills, and has state 
approval to build an affordable housing 
apartment complex there. 





Baystate Hospital adds 


weddings, engagements, 


PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS 


As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 
milestone anniversaries, 


major 


Sharp visitor restrictions 


SPRINGFIELD — Bay- 
state Health this week im- 
plemented a “no visitors” 
policy at all its Western 
Massachusetts hospitals. 

The policy has been 
enacted amid the coro- 
navirus pandemic to pro- 
tect patients, community 
members and employees. 
It affects all Baystate hos- 
pitals, including Baystate 
Medical Center and Bay- 
state Children’s Hospital in 
Springfield, and Baystate 
Noble Hospital in Westfield, 
among others. 


Exceptions may _ be 
made at the discretion of 
Baystate Health for: 





¢ One parent or guardian 
for a patient under the age 


of 18. 


¢ One birthing partner 


for a woman in labor. 


birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo- 
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content. 

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for Agawam Advertiser News, please email mballway@ 
turley.com. 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 








¢ One person at a time 


for a hospice or end-of-life 


patient. 


¢ One clergy member for 


an end-of-life patient. 
¢ One caretaker for 


completely depending pa- 


tient. 


Those meeting excep- 
tions will be screened prior 


to visitation. 


For more information, 
baystatehealth.org/ 


visit 
covid19. 


Attorney 
Patricia Hebert 


Divorce, Wills, Estates, 
209A, Custody, 
Adoption, Alimony, 


Child Support, Mediation 


ALL COUNTIES 
413-786-2211 
40 years experience 
hebert.pmh@gmail.com 


BOARDING * LESSONS * LEASING * TRAINING * SALES 


| gg Vining, HH 
EQUESTRIAN CENTER 


* VETERAN OWNED & OPERATED * 


Summer Horse Program Now Forming 


Formerly the Strain Family Equestrian Center 
www.vininghillequestrian.com _£ 


20 Vining Hill Rd., Southwick, MA 01077 * 413-569-5797 





ball here was the school record for about 
50 years. He was excellent at football and 
baseball, too, and he is certainly a candi- 
date for the “best athlete ever at AHS” if 
that discussion comes up at McDonald's or 
the Elbow. 

Sam is now at Encompass in Ludlow, 
recovering from a successful removal of 
a benign brain tumor. If you want to send 
him a card, his unbelievably devoted wife 
Liz will bring it to him. Mail to Sam Provo, 
13 Knight Ave., Easthampton, MA 01027. I 
visited Sam about eight times at Baystate, 
and Liz was there every time. 

Note: For two weeks there were untrue 
rumors about Sam's condition circulating 
around town. Before you pass on infor- 
mation about Sam, or anyone, you should 
make sure you have the facts from a reli- 
able source. 


Walt Willard went to AHS and taught 
math there for 16 years. He can be reached at 
413-786-7924. Call him. Walt loves your feed- 
back and any and all information or tidbits 
you can offer. 





Parent graduates 
from Basic Training 


SAN ANTONIO — Jacob Parent, a 2019 
graduate of Agawam High School, recent- 
ly graduated Basic Training at Lackland 
Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas. Par- 
ent is now continuing his training at the 
Department of Defense Firefighter Acad- 
emy at Goodfellow Air Force Base in San 
Angelo, Texas. 


LOCAL 


IS KNOCKING 


STAFF WRITER 
POSITION 


Turley Publications is seeking an energetic person to fill the 
position of staff writer for two of its weekly publications: the 
Ware River News, which covers Ware, Hardwick and Warren, and 
the Quaboag Current, which covers the Brookfields, Sturbridge 
and New Braintree.This full-time position is based in our Ware 
office at 80 Main St. The successful candidate will have strong 
community journalism skills or the enthusiasm to develop them. 

The staff writer will cover municipal meetings, features 
and general news; essentially everything that unfolds in small 
towns. Assignments will be for both newspapers as well as other 


companywide publications. 


aestauee® 


$ r mor 
L exp 6/30/ 20 : 
Breakfast ¢ Lunch e Dinner © Full Bar e Catering 
413-437-7440 © crepesteahouse.com 
157 Feeding Hills Road, Southwick, MA 
OPEN 7AM-11PM 





Qualifications should include: 
* Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience 
Own camera and photography experience preferred 
¢ Enthusiasm for community journalism 
¢ Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced environment 


Please email resume and three writing samples directly to 
Eileen Kennedy Managing Editor at ekennedy@turley.com. 
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Past awardees 


Leaders and award recipients over the 20-year history of the Agawam St. Patrick's 


Committee include the following: 


Colleens 


Selected annually from contestants 
in a pageant open to unmarried young 
ladies from Agawam and Feeding Hills, 
aged 17-22, of Irish descent. 


2001: Danielle DeForge 
2002: Alyson Garvey 
2003: Alisha Linder 
2004: Erinn Gormley 
2005: Mary Zajac 

2006: Megan Wills 

2007: Lisa Ruhl 

2008: Christine Davignon 
2009: Kaitlyn Weyant 
2010: Brianna Newton 
2011: Jessica Colson 
2012: Allison McCluskey 
2013: Paige Circosta 
2014: Kelly Theriault 
2015: Lauren Muszynski 
2016: Elizabeth Caracciolo 
2017: Hailey Lyne 

2018: Abbie Hoban 

2019: Bailey Thomas 
2020: Emma Thomson 


Committee presidents 


Robert Magovern and Angela Phil- 
lips served as co-chairmen in 2001. 


2002: Lowell McLane 
2003: William Pfau 
2004: William Pfau 
2005: Sue O'Hare 

2006: Jude O'Hare 
2007: Barbara Lussier 
2008: Abbe McLane 
2009: Maurice Casey 
2010: Barbara Lussier 
2011: Rita Moore 

2012: Jude O'Hare 
2013: John O’Brien 
2014: Rosemary Sandlin 
2015: Barbara Foley 
2016: Vera Conway 
2017: Rosemary Sandlin 
2018: Laurie Wright 
2019: Laurie Wright 
2020: Laurie Wright 


Citizenship Award 


Given annually since 2005 to a 
non-committee member who has made 
substantial contributions to the Aga- 
wam community. 


2005: Michael Grandfield 
2006: Kate Leary Gourde 
2007: Six Flags 

2008: Ric Sardella 

2009: Joan Linnehan 
2010: Darcy Davis Jr. 


urd-; . 
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Parade marshals 


Chosen annually as the St. Patrick’s 
Committee's highest honor. 


2001: Paul Kelley 

2002: Rev. William Lunney 
2003: Robert Magovern 
2004: Lowell McLane 
2005: William Pfau 
2006: Thomas Stanton 
2007: Joseph Fitzpatrick 
2008: Kevin Garvey 
2009: John Corcoran 
2010: Rita Moore 

2011: Jude O'Hare 

2012: Tim McGrew 
2013: Rev. John Brennan 
2014: Maurice Casey 
2015: Rosemary Sandlin 
2016: John McCarthy Sr. 
2017: Vera Conway 
2018: Laurie Wright 
2019: Mary Jo Safford 
2020: Laurie O'Connell 


Anne Sullivan Award 


Given annually to a female commit- 
tee member who epitomizes the values 
represented by Anne Sullivan. 


2002: Mary Broadhurst 
2003: Lynn Fitzpatrick 
2004: Gloria King 
2005: Rita Moore 

2006: Abbe McLane 
2007: Lisa Garvey 
2008: Barbara Lussier 
2009: Barbara Pfau 
2010: Sue O'Hare 
2011: Betsy Sardella 
2012: Sue Wills 

2013: Rosemary Sandlin 
2014: Barbara Foley 
2015: Mary Jo Safford 
2016: Nicole Stevenson 
2017: Laurie O'Connell 
2018: Diane Pirnie 
2019: Linda Wojcik 
2020: Kay Benson 


2011: Jack Sarat 

2012: Mary Ann Zicollela 
2013: Emily Cote 

2014: Bob Kadis 

2015: Marilyn Curry 
2016: David Cecchi 
2017: Ed Borgatti 

2018: Maria Summers 
2019: David DeMatteo 
2020: Anthony Boido 
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Cancelation of parade breaks 
68-year tradition for local Irish 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


For the first time in nearly seven de- 
cades, Western Massachusetts wont cel- 
ebrate St. Patrick’s Day with a parade this 
year. 

Worries about the coronavirus epidem- 
ic prompted Holyoke city officials to cancel 
the March 22 parade, along with the road 
race scheduled for March 21. 

“As many of you know, over 400,000 
people from all over the world come to 
Holyoke for the Road Race and the parade, 
Holyoke Mayor Alex Morse said on March 
10. “It would be irresponsible of us to carry 
on with these events as scheduled.’ 

Parade President Marc Joyce acknowl- 
edged that the decision will come as a dis- 
appointment to the thousands of people 
who enjoy the parade and road race as a 
family tradition. The parade has been held 
annually, without interruption, since 1952; 
an Agawam contingent has marched, given 
out awards and held a colleen pageant for 


PARADE 1 from page 1 


Patrick's Committee and the other neigh- 
boring cities that have their own divisions 
in the parade. It all came together in four 
months. 

Within the first year, the committee 
held a fundraising brunch, built a float in 
four months, and was able to do it com- 
pletely funded by donations. That spirit 
has endured to the present day, said Fitz- 
patrick. 

“The camaraderie of it all is the best 
part. Fitzpatrick said. “We all have one 
focus, and that is to build a worthy float 
for the colleens. It’s a positive experience 
and it’s more like a family at the end of the 
day, rather than just neighbors and com- 
munity members.’ 

Today, “were not doing anything differ- 
ent; we work year-round in fundraising for 
the parade and coronation, Fitzpatrick 
added. “Were very happy to do it, and Aga- 
wam has been very welcoming and good 
to us.’ 

She said shes always impressed by the 
academic qualifications of the young ladies 
who participate in the colleen pageant. 
Those who dont know much about their 
heritage and the Irish culture when they 
enter learn all about it on their journey. 
Though the colleen competition started as 
a secondary event for the committee, it’s 
now firmly entrenched in Agawams social 
calendar. 

Other awards the committee gives an- 
nually include recognizing a parade mar- 
shal each year, as well as the Anne Sullivan 
Award, beginning in 2002, and Citizenship 
Award, beginning in 2005. The colleen fi- 
nalists also enter an essay contest, and one 
is awarded the Bill Pfau Cultural Award, 
named after one of the committee's first 
presidents and a former parade marshal. 

This years honorees were colleen 
Emma Thomson and five court members, 
Brianna Benjamin, Arianna Donovan, Tes- 
sa Fitzgerald, Eme Oberheim and Brianna 
Viens; Parade Marshal Laurie O'Connell; 
Anne Sullivan Award winner Kay Benson; 
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the past 20 years. Runners from around the 
region and around the world have compet- 
ed in the 10 km road race each year since 
1976. 

The decision was made in a March 
10 meeting of Holyoke city officials. The 
prospect of lining city streets with revelers 
standing shoulder-to-shoulder for hours 
simply did not make sense at a time when 
Gov. Charlie Baker had declared a state 
of emergency and public health officials 
around the world were urging people to 
cancel unnecessary travel and stay away 
from large crowds. Another reason given 
for canceling the events was the potential 
effect of a disease outbreak on Holyoke's 
public safety personnel. 

Holyoke was not the only place in New 
England to cancel its parade. Boston, Hart- 
ford and New Haven, among others, had 
already canceled their celebrations by the 
time Holyoke did. Worcester also canceled 
its parade. New York City announced it 
would postpone its parade, though no 
makeup date has been set. 


and Citizenship Award winner Anthony 
Boido. The colleen and her court would 
have ridden on an elaborate float in the 
March 22 parade, while the marshal and 
award winners would have walked or rid- 
den in classic cars at the head of the Aga- 
wam contingent. 

The Anne Sullivan award is presented 
to a female committee member who epito- 
mizes the values of Anne Sullivan, the Feed- 
ing Hills resident who was Helen Keller's 
teacher. Agawams first float in the Holyoke 
parade carried an Anne Sullivan theme. 

For the first time, Agawam had its own 
section of the regions largest Irish celebra- 
tion. 

“I used to march in the parade as a 
City Council member, recalled Magovern. 
“Though Agawam didn't have its own con- 
tingent, there were pieces of Agawam all 
over the parade. We decided to make one, 
and give a reason for Agawam to have a 
contingent and build a float.’ 

Every year, Six Flags New England gives 
the committee space to build their float, 
dating back to that very first Anne Sullivan 
float. The committee hosts corned beef din- 
ners and fundraisers to support the con- 
struction effort. 

“I remember peeling potatoes and 
putting out corned beef, Magovern said. 
“There are a lot of fond memories, but it’s 
the people that made it.’ 

“You dont realize youre making history. 
Youre just trying to keep the culture alive,’ 
added Sandlin, who joined the committee 
in its second year. “The founders had this 
idea, and then the gathered people, and 
from then weve always had a robust com- 
mittee. 

She said volunteers are the heroes be- 
hind the scenes of the St. Patrick's Com- 
mittee, and they are always looking for new 
people willing to help, even if that means 
only volunteering for a year or two. The 
new blood brings new ideas and energy to 
the committee, she said. 

“I hope that people recognize the im- 
portance of keeping this committee going. 
Magovern said. 
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The Rev. John Brennan, who would later be a parade marshal in 2013, stands with Aga- 
wam’s 2003 St. Patrick’s Committee President William Pfau and Parade Marshal Bob Ma- 
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Agawam High School’s color guard and th 
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Parade. FILE PHOTO 
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Laurie Wright, the Agawam St. Patrick’s Committee president for the 
past three years, was also the town’s parade marshal in 2018. 


PHOTO BY MICHAEL BALLWAY 
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Mayor Richard Cohen presents a citation to Bob Magovern upon his 
being named Agawam’s parade marshal in 2003. SUBMITTED PHOTO 
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Parade Marshal Rosemary Sandlin marches at the head of the Aga- ae cme A dame Can SIRs ale LL PARA 
wam contingent in 2015. PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY / SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM | Lf, dw , 
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Right: | Construction ee a 
team member Doug- = ches } 
las Reed makes a fi- 
nal inspection of Cup 
An Tae, the colleen 
float, before the 2017 
parade. The float is 
one of many Agawam 
entries over the years 
to win a first-place 
ribbon. 
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tors Tom Stanton and Rita Moore 
prepare for the march in 2003. 
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Children’s Librarian Pam Weingart looks at one of the books on display 
in the Children’s Room on Saturday afternoon. Several of the display 
racks were empty, as many families rushed to the library as soon as 
they heard it would be closed for weeks. PHOTOS BY MICHAEL BALLWAY 


— 





Roger Eaton of Feeding Hills hunts through the DVDs at the Agawam 
Public Library to find some titles to add to his stack of books and 
movies to be checked out. 


The Library is CLOSED to the public, effective 
S pum. on Saturday, March 14th as a preventative 
measure for COVID-19, Library staff will be here 
and hapey to answer questions, renew items, 
and help you access online materials. Call 413- 
789-1550. 
Overdue fees will be waived during this period 
and lending limits will be lengthened, 
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A sign in the Children’s Room on Saturday announces that the Aga- 
wam Public Library will remain closed until at least March 31. 





CLOSURES 5 


from page 1 


tions on government, com- 
merce and private behavior 
will seem more and more 
onerous as time goes on. He 
said we all need to remem- 
ber that these closures have 
been ordered to protect 
ourselves, and our neigh- 
bors, from a deadly virus. 

“That's the only way 
were going to get through 
this,’ he said, if “everybody 
keeps their head and keeps 
calm. Be kind and courte- 
ous. 

He also said that he 
knows restaurants, in par- 
ticular, are hurting from the 
governors ban on dining. If 
residents want to help a 
small business, they should 
order takeout or delivery 
food from a local eatery. 


Emergency aid 

Police and fire depart- 
ments remain fully staffed. 
Sapelli said residents 
should feel confident that 
if they dial 9-1-1, the police, 
firefighters or ambulance 
will arrive. He did say that 
EMTs are asking people 
who call for an ambulance 
that they tell the dispatcher 
if they have a fever or other 
flu symptoms, which could 
be a sign of Covid-19. 

“That only means they Il 
prepare themselves appro- 
priately, he said. “They'll 
respond, as always, but it 


ine 
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helps them be better pre- 
pared.’ 


Senior meals 

The Agawam _ Senior 
Center is closed, but out- 
reach programs for seniors 
who depend on them will 
continue, Sapelli said. 
That includes the Meals on 
Wheels program, which de- 
livers 120-130 meals daily 
already, and will be expand- 
ing. 

Though the daily con- 
gregate lunch wont be 
held in the Senior Center 
cafeteria, the town will of- 
fer a Meals on Wheels cold 
lunch to any senior who 
needs one. Seniors Center 
Director Mike Squindo will 
set up a drive-through lane 
to distribute lunches to se- 
niors who would ordinari- 
ly eat at the Senior Center 
itself. The center is at 954 
Main St., Agawam. 

Seniors needing a meal, 
or who have other ques- 
tions about senior services 
during the coronavirus 
shutdown, should call the 
Senior Center at 413-821- 
0605. 


School lunches 


Schools have been 


closed all week, and are un- 
der a state order to remain 
closed until at least the first 
week of April. Teachers are 
working on using technol- 
ogy to send assignments to 
students, Sapelli said. Start- 





To discourage the spread of the coronavirus, all toys were removed 
from the play area at the Agawam Public Library’s Children’s Room 
on Friday, the day before the library announced it would close at least 


until the end of the month. 
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ing Thursday, the schools 
will also offer bag lunches, 
to take the place of the caf- 
eteria lunch that students 
would otherwise be receiv- 
ing. 

The lunches will be 
available middays at Aga- 
wam Junior High School, 
1305 Springfield St., Feed- 
ing Hills. Bag lunches will 
be distributed on a drive- 
through basis in good 
weather, or inside the 
school foyer if necessary. 

Families do not have 
to call ahead or reserve a 
lunch. It’s open “for any 
and all students in town, 
whether they attend Aga- 
wam public schools or not, 
whether theyre on free or 
reduced lunch or not.’ 


Lockbox bills 

Despite limits to access 
and staffing at Town Hall, 
Sapelli said residents will 
still be able to conduct gov- 
ernment business. Many 
transactions can be com- 
pleted online, he said, at 
agawam.ma.us. For those 
who need to pay a bill by 
check, there will be a lock- 
box at the front door of 
Town Hall, 36 Main St., Aga- 
wam. 

Residents with ques- 
tions or requests can call 
the town at 413-786-0400 
and leave a message with 
the relevant office. Mes- 
sages will be checked, as 
some workers will continue 
working from home. Sapelli 
said that he plans to con- 
tinue working at Town Hall 
on his regular schedule. 

Town workers whose 
offices have closed are on 
paid leave, Sapelli said. He 
said many of them have 
asked how they can volun- 
teer to help, such as driving 
for Meals on Wheels. 

“Weve had people step- 
ping up like that, Sapelli 
said. 


Checking out 
At the library, patrons 
rushed to stock up on 
books and music on Satur- 
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day, particularly after the li- 
brary announced that after 
closing at 5 p.m. that day, it 
would not reopen until at 
least March 31. The Friends 
of the Library used book 
rack offered a special deal 
of “a bag for a buck’ 

Roger Eaton of Feeding 
Hills made it to the library 
with his wife Donna during 
its final hour open. They 
gathered a large stack of 
books and DVDs to check 
out. As senior citizens, they 
find social distancing par- 
ticularly difficult, as doctors 
recommend that grandpar- 
ents limit their exposure 
to grandchildren, who can 
carry the Covid-19 dis- 
ease without showing any 
symptoms. Having a fresh 
supply of books and mov- 
ies will help pass the time, 
Eaton said, and it’s hard to 
tell when the library will be 
open again. 

In the Children’s Room, 
more than half the display 
racks for featured children’s 
books were empty. Chil- 
drens Librarian Pamela 
Weingart said the library's 
activity bags had been pop- 
ular items, as well. 

Overdue fees will be 
waived as long as the li- 
brary is closed, staff said. 

Darryl Beane, the cus- 
todian at the library, said 
on Saturday that he had al- 
ready stepped up the clean- 
ing regimen in response 
to concerns over the coro- 
navirus. He had cleaned 
every portable chair in the 
library's meeting rooms, for 
instance. While he usual- 
ly goes through a bottle of 
medical-grade antiviral dis- 
infectant every week and 
a half, last week he went 
through three bottles. Fol- 
lowing Centers for Disease 
Control recommendations, 
he was planning to use a 
bleach solution for deep 
cleaning this week. 

Even before the library 
announced it was closing, 
steps had been taken to 
control the spread of in- 
fections. The Children's 
Room removed all the toys 
from its play area on Friday 
morning. Weingart recalled 
that one of her younger pa- 
trons noticed the change, 
but understood the need to 
stay safe. 
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OBITUARY 
POLICY 


Turley Publications 





offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$100, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 


include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 


funeral home to: 
obits @ turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 
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SPORTS 


State tournament halted before 
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finals, Road Race cancelled 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


Last week, the sports world 
was changed forever when the 
coronavirus pandemic cancelled 
the MIAA state championship 
games, and the _ professional 
sports world went into a domino 
effect that has led to the stoppage 
of play in all games and tourna- 
ments. 

As the situation developed, the 
MIAA had started to play the state 
championship semifinal games, 
which included Minnechaug and 
Monson girls basketball. 

But midway through the Mon- 
son game, it was announced that 
all semifinal winners would be 
considered “co-state champions.’ 

Monsons game was one of 
a few that was played without 
fans before sporting events were 
stopped altogether in an effort ex- 
ercise a new buzzword known as 
“social distancing. 

Locally, one of the biggest im- 
pacts to the area occurred last 
Tuesday afternoon when Holyoke 
Mayor Alex Morse announced the 
cancellation of the St. Patrick's 
Day Parade, and with it, the popu- 
lar St. Patrick's Road Race, which 
was set to kick off on Saturday, 
March 21. 
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Race warm up right before race time. 


Right: The Minnechaug Regional High School girls bas- 
ketball team was in action earlier this week as the MIAA | 
State Tournament held semifinals. The finals were called | 
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Above: Top racers from last year’s St. Patrick’s Day Road 








WESTERN MASS. PIONEERS 


Open Cup postponed, no makeup date yet announced 


By Tim Peterson 
sports@turley.com 


LUDLOW—The Western Mass. 
Pioneers have made a total of 11 
appearances in the Lamar Hunt 
U.S. Open Cup, which is the old- 
est ongoing national soccer com- 
petition in the United States, 
since 1998. 

The Pioneers have been invit- 
ed by U.S. Soccer to participate 
in the 107th edition of the elite 
tournament after not qualifying 
a year ago. 

But the Pioneers will have to 
wait a while before it has the oppor- 
tunity to take part in the event after 
the coronavirus pandemic has led 
to the event being postponed. 

The Pioneers were originally 
scheduled to play GPS Portland 
on Tuesday, March 24. 

“Were very excited to be play- 
ing in another Open Cup match at 
Lusitano Stadium, said Pioneers 
General Manager Greg Kolodziey. 
“It's always a fun tournament 
and it’s a very good opportunity 
for the boys to play against some 
very good teams.’ 

In the past, the Open Cup 
has always started in May, but 
U.S. Soccer decided to begin this 
years tournament a couple of 
months earlier. With the ban on 
large events, it looks like the Cup 
may have to wait until May again. 








Daniel Fabian converges with an opponent for possession of the ball during the 
Pioneers last Open Cup appearance in 2018. 
PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


“Because of our league rules, 
we wont have access to any of 
the college players until the start 
of the regular season in May, 
Kolodziey said. “We'll have to 
piece together a roster for our 
first Open Cup game. We do have 
some older players from last 
years team that should be avail- 
able to us. We'll be signing players 
during the next couple of weeks.’ 

Federico Molinari will be re- 
turning as the Pioneers head coach. 


The last time that the Pioneers 
won an Open Cup match was in 
2014 when they defeated Mass. 
Premier Soccer, 4-1 at home in 
the first round. They then lost, 
2-1, to the Rochester Rhinos 
(USL Pro) in a second-round road 
match. The Pioneers suffered first 
round losses at Lusitano Stadium 
in 2015, 2017, and 2018. 

“We haven't had very much 
luck playing in the Open Cup 
during the past couple of years,’ 


Kolodziey said. “Were hoping to 
turn things around this year. 

The Pioneers did have a very 
memorable 2019 campaign. They 
finished the regular season with 
an 11-0-3 record and captured 
the Northeast Division title. The 
Western Mass. squad defeated 
North Carolina Fusion U-23 by 
the final score of 3-1 in the con- 
ference semifinals before losing 
to host Reading United AC 1-0 in 
the finals. 

“We had a good group of play- 
ers and it was a very good season 
for us last year, Kolodziey said. 
“Were hoping to qualify for the 
league playoffs again this year. 

GPS Portland Phoenix also 
made the league playoffs last year 
and they lost 2-1 to Reading Unit- 
ed in the semifinals. 

The Pioneers are currently 
scheduled to play at GPS Port- 
land Phoenix to kick off the 2019 
regular season on May 9. They'll 
be playing at AC Connecticut the 
following week before hosting 
GPS Portland in the home open- 
er on May 22. The Pioneers are 
scheduled to play five more regu- 
lar season home matches. 

There has not been any fur- 
ther information on the regular 
season schedule and it is possible 
the season will open without any 
delays since it is not set to begin 
until May. 


SPRING SPORTS 


Sports 
world 
crippled 
by virus 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


It feels like to some, the sports 
world has been literally the 
“most” affected by the spread of 
the coronavirus. 

Changes are happening every 
day related to the virus so much 
in fact that our weekly papers had 
avery tough time keeping up with 
them last week. 

Now, the changes have start- 
ed to slow down, because here in 
Western Massachusetts, there is 
not much more that can be done 
to bring the world to a crawl. 

Even before many schools 
made the decision at the end of 
last week to close their doors for 
two weeks, the Massachusetts In- 
terscholastic Athletic Association 
closed down the conclusion of 
the state tournament, shut fans 
out, and delayed the start of the 
spring sports season by at least 
two weeks. 

But is delaying spring sports 
by two weeks really a new concept 
in Massachusetts? Absolutely not. 
Excessive March snow and cold 
temperatures slowing the melt- 
ing process has delayed baseball 
and softball seasons for between 
one and two weeks for the last few 
years. 

Last year, the regular season 
was extended by a week to ac- 
commodate the poor weather for 
the springtime and give schools 
a chance to play all their regular 
season games. 

The only disappointing part 
for many athletes, is that it ap- 
peared for a while we had an early 
spring coming with baseball and 
softball fields already drained, 
and the grass lacrosse fields just 
about fit for play on the actual 
days teams are supposed to open 
in late March. 

But like Major League Base- 
ball, which delayed the start of 
its season, the start of the spring 
Sports season cannot go on. 

The MIAA has also mandated 
that coaches are not able to have 
anything to do with their teams, 
much like the current rules that 
exist during sport offseasons. 
That means, with two weeks off 
from school and no coaching 
guidance, and then add in almost 
no facilities to use, athletes will 
be on their own to stay in shape 
and be ready to go if the MIAA al- 
lows spring practices to begin on 
March 30. 

But that is not the only piece 
of the sports world that is affect- 
ed. So many youth organizations 
and parks departments have also 
been forced to stop practices and 
seasons and tournaments due to 
concern for the coronavirus. 

During the past week, the 36th 
iteration of the Szlats Memorial 
Tournament was just halted after 
only two days of competition by 
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Valley Wheel Baseball looking for 
new players for 2020 season 


The Valley Wheel Over-30 Baseball 
League is seeking new players for the up- 
coming 2020 season, which is set to begin 
near the end of April. The league is seeking 
players ages 28 and up. Players turning 28 
this year are eligible. However, only players 
30 and older can pitch. The league plays 15 
regular season games with games being 
held mostly on Sundays with a couple of 
weekday games thrown in the mix as well 
as a special Mother's Day Saturday game in 
early May. The league is built on comrad- 


YOUTH SWIMMING 


ery, fair play, and having a good time with 
friends. If interested in trying out, go to 
www.valleywheelbaseball.com. The rules 
of the league and new player forms can be 
found on the site. For further information, 
you can contact the league's commission- 
er, Jim Nason at wheell2@comcast.net or 
call him at (413) 433-4308. Tryouts will be 
taking place in the early weeks of April, 
weather permitting, with a draft following 
the tryouts. 


Piranhas team holding tryouts in April 


The Agawam Piranhas competitive 
swim team will host a new swimmer trial 
at 6 p.m. Thursday, April 30, in the pool at 
Agawam Junior High School, 1305 Spring- 
field St., Feeding Hills. 

The team, sponsored by the Parks and 
Recreation Department, is open to children 
ages 6-18. Registration for the summer sea- 
son begins April 7, in person at the Parks 
and Rec office and online at www.agawam. 
ma.us (click on “Departments, then “Parks 
and Recreation’). Online registration clos- 
es April 27. 

The cost is $120 for Agawam residents, 


$135 for non-residents. Practice times will 
vary based on the swimmer’s age. New 
swimmers are welcome to try the team free 
of charge before registering. 

Practice for returning swimmers begins 
at 6 p.m. Monday, May 4, at AJHS. 

For more information, contact the 
Parks and Recreation Department at 413- 
821-0513 or recreation@agawam.ma.us. 
The Parks and Rec office is open 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. on weekdays, excluding holi- 
days, in the Municipal Annex at 1000 Suff- 
ield St., Agawam. 


Find us online: Www .sports.turley.com 
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the tournament committee because Chi- 
copee Public Schools had to shut down 
their facilities. 

Other great season-ending events were 
shut down as well, including banquets and 
all-star games. The 2020 High School Senior 
All-Star Game held at the Naismith Memo- 
rial Basketball Hall of Fame was cancelled. 
The game was originally set for Thurs- 
day, March 19, but Gov. Charlie Baker has 
barred any gathering with more than 250 
people. The games drawn a few thousand 
throughout the evening. 

What could hurt the athletes most is 
the uncertainty. Spring sports are shut 
down for two weeks right now. But it is 
possible that could be extended, or worse, 
cancelled all together. Unfortunately, those 
options are on the table. The MIAA most 


recently released this statement on Satur- 
day, March 14. 

“The MIAA staff equally shares in these 
emotions and the existing heartbreak which 
has resulted due to canceled games, short- 
ened seasons and disruption to exciting 
school activities, trips and opportunities. 

As we face these uncharted waters, be 
confident in knowing the MIAA staff is well 
and is readily available to you with guid- 
ance, support, resources and kindness. 
Our office is open and functioning. Sched- 
uled meetings are moving forward in per- 
son or via tele- and/or video-conferencing, 
as organized by each MIAA sport liaison. 
Communication regarding the status of 
the spring season will be forthcoming fol- 
lowing necessary discussions this coming 
week.’ 

Turley Sports will continue to monitor 
the situation and bring you news whenever 
we can. 
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The event is cancelled and will not be 
made up due to the immense amount of 
planning and work with sponsors, public 
safety, sanitation, and other officials need- 
ed to make the event happen. 

“It's not something you can just post- 
pone for a couple of weeks and then make 
it happen, a city official said at Morse's 
press conference on Tuesday. 

The cancellation has brought forth a 
lot of disbelief and disappointment in the 
amount of disturbance the coronavirus has 
caused in the past two weeks. 

The St. Patrick's Day Road Race was also 
considered a major preparation step for 
local runners who then move on to partic- 
ipate in the Patriots Day tradition, the Bos- 


ton Marathon. However, that race has since 
also been postponed from its scheduled 
date of Monday, April 20. Tentatively, Gov. 
Charlie Baker and Boston Mayor Marty 
Walsh have moved the big race to Monday, 
Sept. 14. Baker said at a news conference 
his administration planned to file legisla- 
tion to hold the race on that date. 

The MIAA hockey finals were also 
scrapped. They were set to take placed 
last weekend at the TD Garden in Boston, 
which is now completely shut down from 
having events since Baker lowered the 
gathering ban to 25 people. 

In neighboring Connecticut, the CIAC, 
the organization that oversees the state's 
high school sports has cancelled the re- 
minder of the state tournaments for bas- 
ketball, hockey, and other remaining sports 
that have competitions. 





To the named Respondent 


The petition asks the 


Commonwealth of PERSON PURSUANT TO 
Massachusetts G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court and all other interested per- 
50 State Street sons, a petition has been filed 
Springfield, MA 01103 by Agawam Healthcare of 
Docket No. HD20P0520GD Agawam, MA in the above 
In the matter of: captioned matter alleging that 
Gloria Caride Gloria Caride is in need of a 
Of: Agawam, MA Guardian and requesting that 
RESPONDENT Diane Tillman of Chicopee, 
Alleged Incapacitated MA (or some other suit- 
Person able person) be appointed as 
CITATION GIVING Guardian to serve Without 
NOTICE OF PETITION Surety on the bond. 
FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR court to determine that the 
INCAPACITATED 


TOMOTIVE IMonoR 


WoERVIGE: 


WARRANTY 
3 Years / 36,000 Mile 


Respondent is incapacitat- 


ed, that the appointment of 
a Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian is 
appropriate. The petition is on 
file with this court and may 
contain a request for certain 
specific authority. 

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ- 
ten appearance at this court 
on or before 10:00 a.m. on 
the return date of 04/10/2020. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to file the 
written appearance if you 


object to the petition. If you 
fail to file the written appear- 
ance by the return date, action 
may be taken in this matter 
without further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the writ- 
ten appearance, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
affidavit stating the specif- 
ic facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 


443 Springfield St. -Agawam 
Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5PM 


413-789-2181 


www.vfauto.com 


SERVIGE 


A" feMorela Mars] alelisarclimeya 


your motorcycle’s 


Preowned vehicles you can 


maintenance & tire 


From a basic oil change to complete car 


repair services, our professional staff can 
handle all of your needs! 


AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR EXPERTS 
WE FIX EVERYTHING! 


needs, including MA 
State Inspections 


*/nspections coming soon 


trust! Financing available. 


Value & [Friendly 


service is in our name! 


FREE Wi-Fi * Shuttle Service * Financing Available * Rental Cars Available * State of the art equipment 





personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above- 
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law- 
yer, one may be appointed at 
State expense. 
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 
Date: March 13,2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
3/19/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD20P0421PM 
In the matter of: 
Agnes M Meredith 
Of: Agawam, MA 
RESPONDENT 
(Person to be Protected/ 
Minor) 
CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT 
OF CONSERVATOR OR 
OTHER PROTECTIVE 
ORDER PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, 
§5-304 & 5-405 
To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per- 
sons, a petition has been filed 
by Heritage Hall West of 
Agawam, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging that 
Agnes M Meredith is in need 
of a Conservator or other pro- 
tective order and requesting 
that Eileen Sullivan-Boss 
of West Springfield, MA (or 
some other suitable person) be 
appointed as Conservator to 
serve With Corporate Surety 
on the bond. 


The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is disabled, that 
a protective order or appoint- 
ment of a Conservator is nec- 
essary, and that the proposed 
conservator 1S appropriate. 
The petition is on file with this 
court. 

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ- 
ten appearance at this court 
on or before 10:00 A.M. on 
the return date of 03/30/2020. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to file the 
written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you 
fail to file the written appear- 
ance by the return date, action 
may be taken in this matter 
without further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the written 
appearance, you or your attor- 
ney must file a written affi- 
davit stating the specific facts 
and grounds of your objection 
within 30 days after the return 
date. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

The outcome of this pro- 
ceeding may limit or com- 
pletely take away the above- 
named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named per- 
son has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make this 
request on behalf of the above- 
named person. If the above- 
named person cannot afford a 
lawyer, one may be appointed 
at State expense. 

Witness, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: March 02, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
3/19/2020 
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John Cain 
R-Southwick 


John Cain, 31, is 
the owner of Cain‘s 
Mechanical Inc. of 
Agawam. He lives in 
Southwick with his 
wife Mikenzie Cain 
and daughter Col- 
leen Cain. He is a 
volunteer firefighter 
with the Southwick 
Fire Department and 
received an honorable discharge as a lieu- 
tenant in the U.S. Navy in September 2019. 





1. What legislation would you advo- 
cate in your first year that will add jobs 
or improve the economy in our section 
of Western Massachusetts? 


I will advocate for legislation that is cur- 
rently being worked on (H. 4529) that will 
expand access to skilled trade education 
for both high school students and adults. 
This legislation looks to utilize technical 
high school infrastructure to educate stu- 
dents during normal school hours and 
outside of school hours, adults and other 
students. This is a fiscally conservative way 
of expanding education access to a large 
group while keeping capital and operating 
costs low. There is a major skills gap in the 
U.S. which limits business and personal 
growth opportunities. In Western Massa- 
chusetts there are many unfilled skilled 
trade positions, ranging from highway con- 
struction to aerospace manufacturing. 

In addition, the Health Care Choice Bill 
currently being drafted by the Senate will 
improve transparency in health care, in 
turn reducing costs. In summary, it allows 
consumers more choices and current in- 
formation regarding their healthcare and 
benefits. 


2. What role do state and local gov- 
ernments have to play in immigration 
policy or enforcement? Would you push 
for a change in state law on this topic, 
and if so, what would you change? 


Federal legislation dictates the laws re- 
garding immigration policy, therefore state 
and local governments should have no role 
in the policy. In regards to enforcement, 
state and local governments have an obliga- 
tion to enforce the laws that have been put 
in place to keep their citizens safe. I support 
the citizens of our country and the rights 
and privileges which they deserve. When 
immigration policy is not followed, our lo- 
cal communities are put in danger and our 
law enforcement cannot properly protect 
and serve the people. As state senator, I will 
advocate for legislation that protects our 
communities, law enforcement and first re- 
sponders. I will work against sanctuary pol- 
icies, including issuing driver's licenses to 
illegal immigrants. Rather than harboring 
lawlessness, I will advocate for those who 
want to become citizens and live by the val- 
ues, morals, ethics and laws that make this 
country safe and prosperous. 


3. What would you do differently than 
the former senator, Donald Humason? 
What votes did he take during his ten- 
ure that you would have opposed? 


Overall, Sen. Humason presented and 
sponsored legislation that I agree with. His 
voting record shows his conservative val- 
ues, but also his ability to work with other 
lawmakers for the benefit of the taxpayer. 
I will continue to strongly advocate for 
legislation for veterans and in particular, 
continue to be a strong advocate for the 
Holyoke Soldiers Home. I have researched 
his legislation and could not find any that I 
disagree with. The main difference is I will 
make representation of all 11 communities 
more universal, and not consider Westfield 
the focal point of the district. I will proudly 
continue the transparency and accessibili- 
ty that Sen. Humason provided to his con- 
stituents. Sen. Humason was well-respect- 
ed and well-liked by his constituents. I am 
confident that I can build off his legacy and 
continue to represent this district proudly 
and faithfully. 


4. Are state taxes at an appropriate 
level? Would you make any changes — 
or Oppose any proposed changes — to 
the income, sales and gasoline tax rates? 


Government has a spending problem 
that tax increases wont solve. The level of 
taxes are inflated. With a $2 billion rainy- 
day fund, our government is spending reck- 
lessly while introducing more taxes. Any 
personal or business budget spending must 
be controlled. Many taxes are not used for 
their intended purpose, but moved to the 
general fund and used for entitlement pro- 
grams. My focus is transparency: showing 
the people what politicians are doing with 
our hard-earned money. Reducing costs 
of government projects would allow more 
projects to be completed, create jobs, and 
stimulate small business growth. I oppose 
the proposed gas tax, TCI, or other tax 
increases that subsidize Boston and the 
MBTA. Without reducing costs and spend- 
ing, taxpayers and businesses will continue 
leaving the state, crippling local econo- 
mies. Priority should be retaining taxpay- 
ers by providing value rather than using 
them as a pocketbook for financially failing 
government agencies. 


5. What specific belief, attribute or 
experience makes you a better choice 
for senator than your opponent in this 
race? 


I am the best choice to be the next state 
senator based on my professional, personal 
and public service experience, formal ed- 
ucation and military leadership training. I 
understand firsthand the issues that fam- 
ilies and businesses face daily. I have ex- 
perience in balancing budgets and solving 
problems timely while working with people 
of different viewpoints. I know what it is 
like to have to make payroll on a Thursday 
night without passing a supplemental bud- 
get. Career politicians like my opponent, 
who have not worked in the private sector, 
have led this state down a path of exuber- 
ant spending without regard for the im- 
pact of their decisions on businesses and 
the working class. I have always been ac- 
countable to customers, employees or em- 
ployers, and will hold myself accountable 
to constituents. I am committed to trans- 
parent government, where my opponent 
has voted against transparency legislation 
throughout state government, which does 
not allow proper representation. 


Voters Guide: 
State Senate 


Residents of Agawam and Feeding 
Hills are scheduled to go to the polls 
Tuesday, March 31, to select a new 
state senator to serve the remain- 
ing nine months of former state Sen. 
Donald Humason Jr.s term. 

Humason, a Republican from 
Westfield, resigned in January after 
being elected mayor of that city. He 
had represented the 11 communities 
of the district since 2013. 

Two candidates were nominated 
at the March 3 primary election, state 
Rep. John Velis, a Democrat from 
Westfield, and business owner John 
Cain, a Republican from Southwick. 
As a service to voters, the Agawam 
Advertiser News invited both can- 
didates to respond to the same five 
questions. Their responses, in their 
own words up to a limit of 150, are 
printed on this page. 

The winner of this spring's elec- 
tion will be eligible to take office im- 
mediately, and will serve until the end 
of the year. The position will be up 
for election again, for a full two-year 
term, at the state election this No- 
vember. 

As of this week, the election was 
still slated to be held on schedule, 
despite the cancellation of many gov- 
ernment meetings and services in an 
effort to stem the spread of the coro- 
navirus. Pick up next week’s edition of 
the Agawam Advertiser News for the 
latest information on the election. 
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John Velis 


D-Westtield 


John Velis, 41, is 
the elected state rep- 
resentative for West- 
field. He lives in West- 
field. In addition to 
his service on Beacon 
Hill, he is also a veter- 
an and a major in the 
U.S. Army Reserves. 





1. What legisla- 
tion would you advocate in your first 
year that will add jobs or improve the 
economy in our section of Western Mas- 
sachusetts? 


We have jobs available here in Western 
Massachusetts through our thriving man- 
ufacturing, health care, and information 
technology industries. The legislation we 
need to advocate for must protect and ex- 
pand these job industries, while also pro- 
viding the requisite training programs at 
all levels to fill these jobs. 

Westfield Tech currently does a great job 
of this; we must take what they ve accom- 
plished and expand it to our other commu- 
nities. We should look into other programs, 
as well, such as apprenticeship tax credits 
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to help make the apprentice-business rela- 
tionship a win-win for everyone. 


2. What role do state and local gov- 
ernments have to play in immigration 
policy or enforcement? Would you push 
for a change in state law on this topic, 
and if so, what would you change? 


The first thing I learned in my immigra- 
tion law class in law school is that immigra- 
tion is a federal issue; state and local gov- 
ernment have very little input. There are 
plenty of examples of the Supreme Court 
overruling states laws relating to immigra- 
tion. However, the issue has been left at our 
doorstep due to the partisan bickering at 
the federal level that leads to nothing get- 
ting done. 

As the current vice chair of the Veterans 
and Federal Affairs Committee, I would 
push for the passage of the bill that de- 
mands the U.S. lawmakers do the job they 
were elected to do. 

My papau (“grandfather” in Greek) 
came over from Greece through Ellis Is- 
land. He had 5 cents in his pocket, played 
by the rules, and opened restaurants that 
created jobs for natural-born citizens and 
immigrants alike. The opportunities he 
had, and are able to create, are what makes 
America great. 
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3. What would you do differently than 
the former senator, Donald Humason? 
What votes did he take during his ten- 
ure that you would have opposed? 


I learned very early in my Army career 
that it’s an act in futility to either praise or 
condemn your predecessor. I am my own 
person, and unique in my approach to pol- 
itics. My record shows I am the most bipar- 
tisan lawmaker in Massachusetts and that 
approach — with respect to all lawmakers 
— makes me truly unique. 


4. Are state taxes at an appropriate 
level? Would you make any changes — 
or Oppose any proposed changes — to 
the income, sales and gasoline tax rates? 


In my view, no, there is no need for any 
new taxes. The real need stares us in the 
face: We need to be more prudent with our 
spending habits. We need to stop looking at 
taxes as the way to create revenue to fund 
projects or fix fiscal mismanagement by 
certain organizations. Massachusetts does 
not have a revenue problem; it has a spend- 
ing problem. 

My strong opposition in voting against 
the gas tax two weeks ago was because of 
the negative impact it could have on West- 
ern Massachusetts. Massachusetts legis- 
lators cannot be looking at the pockets of 
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taxpayers as the only solution to problems, 
but should be better directed in proper fis- 
cal management. 


5. What specific belief, attribute or 
experience makes you a better choice 
for senator than your opponent in this 
race? 


I have six years of experience with a re- 
cord of achievement through bipartisan 
efforts. 

As a current major in the U.S. Army Re- 
serves — and combat veteran who served 
two tours in Afghanistan — my time in the 
military shaped my bipartisan approach. 
When given an order, we didn't ask about 
political allegiances, we just got to work, 
got the job done, and didn't care who got 
credit. 

As an attorney, I spent years studying 
and interpreting the laws of our state. I 
learned many lessons that have made the 
transition from attorney, to lawmaker, a 
comfortable one. 

During my time as a representative, | 
have established many essential and nec- 
essary relationships with leaders and law- 
makers on both sides of the aisle in order to 
get things done for my constituents. 

All these experiences have given me 
a strong voice on Beacon Hill, and that’s 
what the people of Western Mass. need. 
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Scholarship information 

Students should see their counselor or visit the 
websites below for more information or an applica- 
tion. 

Professional Women in Construction, Connecticut 
Chapter: Approximately 15 scholarships for students 
(male or female) enrolled in undergraduate or grad- 
uate degree programs in construction, construction 
management, interior design, architecture, landscape 
design, or civil, mechanical, structural, and elec- 
trical engineering. Apply at pwcusa.org/chapters/ 
about-connecticut/connecticut-scholarship. Due 
March 25. 

Advertising Club of Western Massachusetts: For 
seniors who plan to attend an accredited college or 
technical school to study advertising, communica- 
tions, marketing or graphics arts. Applications and 
more information at adclubwm.org. Candidates will 
be judged on academic performance, extracurricular 
activities, community service and/or work experi- 
ence, a demonstrated interest in advertising, com- 
munications, marketing or graphic design, personal 
recommendations, and a letter of introduction outlin- 
ing future plans. Due March 31. 

Community Foundation of Western Massachu- 
setts: CFWM administers 130 scholarships and two 
interest-free loans for eligible students predominant- 
ly living in the Pioneer Valley. Application available at 
communityfoundation.org/scholarships/apply. Grad- 
uating seniors, current college students (undergrad 
and grad) and those who have completed or will com- 
plete a GED/HISET are encouraged to apply. Appli- 
cants must request an unofficial transcript from their 
counselor well in advance of applying. Due March 31. 

Matthews Massachusetts Memorial Fund schol- 
arship: For a deserving male graduate of any public 
high school in Hampden County, excluding the town 
of Longmeadow. Applications in Naviance. Due March 
D1. 

Automotive scholarships: Many scholarships are 
available to students who are training to become au- 
tomotive, heavy duty or collision repair technicians, 
as well as those studying engineering, accounting, 
business, or other courses of study. Graduating se- 
niors, full-time post-secondary students, and former 
recipients are welcome to apply. More info: automo- 
tivescholarships.com. Due March 31. 

Pascal A. Deliso Scholarship: For students with 
distinguished academic ability, regular involvement in 
community service, commitment to the Roman Cath- 
olic faith, at least one parent of Italian descent, and 
have an acceptance to an accredited two- or four- 
year college or university. Applications in the Coun- 
seling Center. Due April 1. 

Emily K. Dushane Memorial Foundation Scholar- 
ship: For Agawam High School seniors who will be 
attending a college or university (full-time) this fall. 
Applications available in Naviance. Due April 1. 

Franco Liquori Memorial Scholarship: For gradu- 
ates of Agawam High School who attended Benjamin 
Phelps School. Candidates must also demonstrate 
need and academic ability. Scholarships will be made 
to one male and one female. The committee may re- 
quire a personal interview. Applications are available 
in Naviance. Due April 1. 

Ray and Reita McCarroll Memorial Scholarship: 
Awarded by the Agawam Rotary Club to seniors from 
Agawam and West Springfield who best exemplify the 
Rotary’s principal motto, “Service Above Self,” and 
who show leadership abilities and a desire to make 
a contribution to their home, school, community and 
country. Applications in Naviance. Due April 1. 

Beverly M. Ladizki and David A. Ladizki Scholar- 
ship: Awarded by the Agawam Rotary Club to seniors 
from Agawam intending to attend law school. Ap- 
plicants must be scheduled to attend an accredited 
academic college or university in the September fol- 
lowing graduation from high school. Applications in 
Naviance. Due April 1. 

Agawam Soccer Association Scholarship: Appli- 
cants must be seniors who have participated in ASA 
soccer as a player and/or other ASA soccer-related 
activity such as coaching or refereeing. A grade aver- 
age of B or higher must be maintained. Applications 
are available in Naviance. Due April 1. 

Agawam Soccer Association Sullivan Family 
Scholarship: Applicants must be seniors who have 
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participated in ASA soccer as a player and/or other 
ASA soccer-related activity such as coaching or ref- 
ereeing. Applicants must have had a parent or close 
relative who participated in Agawam Soccer as a 
coach, assistant coach, board member or tournament 
volunteer. A grade average of B or higher must be 
maintained. Applications are available in Naviance. 
Due April 1. 

Agawam Soccer Association Christopher Knight 
Scholarship: Applicants must be seniors who have 
participated in the ASA soccer program. Applications 
are available in Naviance. Due April 1. 

Agawam Soccer Association Rich Parolo Scholar- 
ship: Applicants must be seniors who have participat- 
ed in ASA soccer for at least four years, AHS soccer 
for at least two years, and participated in extracurric- 
ular soccer-related activities such as coaching, assis- 
tant coaching or refereeing. A grade average of B or 
higher must be maintained. Applications are available 
in Naviance. Due April 1. 

Andrew Gallano Scholarship for the Arts: For an 
Agawam resident going to college to pursue a de- 
gree in the cultural arts, such as painting, drama, 
languages, music, dance, journalism, architecture or 
graphics. Applications are available in Naviance. Due 
April 1. 

Arthur J. Leary Scholarship: For an Agawam resi- 
dent who will be pursuing a degree in business man- 
agement beginning the September after high school 
graduation. Applications are available in Naviance. 
Due April 1. 

Charles H. Heyl Vocational/Technical Scholarship/ 
Grant: Financial assistance to an individual from 
Agawam, who need not be a high school senior, in 
obtaining an education related to a vocational/tech- 
nical career or to grant an individual the amount of 
the scholarship for the purpose of purchasing tools or 
equipment to become established in his or her trade. 
Applications are available in Naviance. Due April 1. 

Chicopee Savings Bank Charitable Foundation 
Scholarship: $3,000 for a high school senior from 
Agawam. Applications are available in Naviance. Due 
April 1. 

Valley Press Club Scholarships: $1,000 to stu- 
dents interested in print, online, photo or broadcast 
journalism. While grades and financial need are con- 
siderations, primary emphasis will be placed on a 
demonstrated desire to pursue a career in journalism. 
Applications at valleypressclub.com. Due April 1. 

Wilson-Thompson American Legion Auxiliary Unit 
185 Scholarship: Applicants must be seniors continu- 
ing their education and must be a family member of a 
veteran or active military member (daughter, son, sis- 
ter, brother, granddaughter or grandson). Applications 
are available in Naviance. Due April 1. 

Hampshire Franklin & Hampden Agricultural Soci- 
ety (Three County Fair) Scholarships: Multiple awards 
each year to graduating seniors in the three counties, 
with priority given to students pursuing a career in 
agriculture. Students should also have a record of 
volunteerism in their community in non-school-spon- 
sored activities and participation in extracurricular 
school activities. Applications available at 3countyfair. 
com/p/getinvolved/296. Due April 3. 

Agawam Retired Employees Association Scholar- 
ship: For members of the class of 2020 who are the 
child or grandchild of a retired Agawam town employ- 
ee. Applicants must also demonstrate financial need 
and be in good academic standing. Applications avail- 
able in Naviance. Due April 3. 

William J. Miller Scholarship: Sponsored by the 
Benjamin J. Phelps School PTO. Applicants must have 
attended Phelps School. Applications in Naviance. 
Due April 3. 

James Clark PTO Scholarship: For seniors who 
attended Clark School for at least two years. Applica- 
tions in Naviance. Due April 3. 

Agawam High School PTSO: Two $250 schol- 
arships to students who will be entering a college 
or technical/trade school in the fall. Applications in 
Naviance. Due April 6. 

Agawam Education Association 25 Week Club 
Scholarship: For a student whose parent is a member 
of the 25 Week Club. Students must submit a 500- 
word essay that describes their personal, educational 
and career goals. Applications in Naviance. Due April 
10. 
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Agawam Education Association David Theodoro- 
wicz Scholarship: Applicants must be ranked in the 
top 20 percent of the senior class and plan to contin- 
ue their education at a four-year college or university. 
Due April 10. 

Dolly Lancaster Scholarship: Offered by Yankee 
Heritage Tole to a graduating senior who will major in 
visual arts. Students must have a portfolio with origi- 
nal artwork as part of the application. Applications in 
the Counseling Center. Due April 10. 

R. Kenneth Grady Memorial Scholarship: For any 
Agawam High School senior residing in Agawam who 
plans to attend college and major in criminal justice, 
law enforcement or any other four-year degree. One 
male and one female will be chosen, based on char- 
acter, grade-point average, class rank, and applica- 
tion information. Applications in Naviance. Due April 
1D. 

Italian Cultural Center of Western Massachusetts 
Scholarships: $1,000 or $500 to graduating seniors 
of Italian heritage. Application at www.iccwm.org un- 
der the Scholarship tab. More info: Sandra Vella at 
iccscholarship@comcast.net or 413-784-1492. Due 
April 15. 

Christopher A. Kazantis Memorial Scholaship: 
$10,000 for two AHS graduates who have been ac- 
cepted to the Business School at the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst. Applicants must demon- 
strate need and academic ability. Applications in 
Naviance. Due April 17. 

Massachusetts Broadcasters Association Stu- 
dent Broadcaster Scholarship: For eligible students 
majoring in a broadcast-related field. Applications at 
massbroadcasters.org. More info: Jordan Walton at 
800-471-1875 or jordan@massbroadcaster.org. Due 
April 17. 

The Agawam Youth Football Scholarship: Appli- 
cants must attend Agawam High School and must 
have participated in youth football. Applications in 
Naviance. Due April 20. 

Clifford M. Granger PTO Scholarship: For AHS se- 
niors who attended Granger School and plan to con- 
tinue their education. Applications in Naviance. Due 
April 22. 

Student-View Scholarship Program: $12,000 
worth of scholarships to high school seniors who plan 
to attend a four-year, community/junior college or ca- 
reer school. Applications at www.student-view.com. 
Due April 22. 

Kyle J.W. Hendricks Scholarship Fund: $1,000 for 
a student at AHS with a passion for a trade or the 
arts. The purpose of the scholarship is to shift the at- 
tention away from the student enrolled in every club 
or after-school activity. For more information, contact 
Ashley Hendricks at Ashley.hndrcks@gmail.com. Ap- 
plications in Naviance. Due April 24. 

Massachusetts Association of Women in Law En- 
forcement Scholarship: For female students to pursue 
a degree in criminal justice. Candidates will be eval- 
uated based on their achievements. Applications at 
mawle.org. Due April 24. 

Holyoke Credit Union Scholarships: Three $500 
scholarships. For high school seniors who will be en- 
rolled in an undergraduate college degree program in 
2020-21. The applicant or parent/guardian must be 
a member in good standing with the Holyoke Credit 
Union. Applications in Naviance. Due April 30. 

Kiwanis Club of West Springfield and Agawam 
Scholarship: $250 to recognize community service 
performed by all high school seniors in West Spring- 
field and Agawam. Students must be seeking an un- 
dergraduate degree at an accredited college in the 
fall of 2020. Applications in Naviance. Due May 1. 

Nextiva Scholarship: $1,000 for eligible high 
school juniors or seniors who plan to major in a busi- 
ness or STEAM (science, technology, engineering, 
arts, math) program, have a GPA of 3.0 or higher. 
Details at www.nextiva.com/scholarship. Due May 1. 

Stephen Phillips Memorial Scholarship Fund: Re- 
newable college scholarships to students from West- 
ern Massachusetts who have financial need, display 
academic achievement, and have demonstrated 
through their high school activities and/or choice of 
college major a commitment to social justice and/or 
environmental concerns. Applicants who wish to be 
considered for the Western Massachusetts Scholar- 
ship will use the Stephen Phillips Memorial Schol- 
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arship application and all applicants for the Western 
Massachusetts Scholarship Program will also be con- 
sidered for the traditional Stephen Phillips Memorial 
Scholarship awards. Applicants will receive a single 
response notifying them if they have been granted ei- 
ther award. Applications are posted at phillips-schol- 
arship.org. Early Response deadline is April 3; regular 
deadline is May 1. 

American College Foundation Visionary Scholar- 
ship: Multiple awards between $1,000 and $5,000. 
Apply at AmericanCollegeFoundation.org. Due May 1. 

Disabled American Veterans Scholarship: For cur- 
rent DAV members or those related to current DAV 
members, such as son, daughter, grandchild, great 
grandchild, nephew or niece. Must be a DAV member 
or high school senior accepted to a college, trade, vo- 
cational or technical school. Applicants from previous 
years may apply each year as they proceed through 
their education. Applications in Naviance. Due May 
15. 

B. Davis Scholarship: $1,000 from the creators 
of the “Student Award Search Aid” website. For more 
information, visit studentawardsearch.com/scholar- 
ships.htm. Due May 22. 

Abbott & Fenner Business Consultants Scholar- 
ship: Up to $1,000 for the winner(s) each year. Appli- 
cants must submit an essay on the topic that appears 
at abbottandfenner.com/scholarships.htm. Due June 
12. 

AES Engineers Scholarship: $500 to motivated 
high school seniors to help in the furthering of their 
education. Students are not required to be taking en- 
gineering courses to be eligible. More info: aesengi- 
neers.com/scholarships.htm. Deadline Oct. 5. 

Going Merry is a one-stop shop for scholar- 
ships. Through this online platform, students will be 
matched with scholarships that they’re eligible for 
and be able to apply for these scholarships directly on 
the website, without having to enter their information 
multiple times. Visit goingmerry.com. 


Special interest programs 

Congressman Richard Neal announced that Acad- 
emy Day begins April 25 at noon. This is a one-day 
program for students who wish to learn more about 
the nomination and appointment process to attend a 
service academy (Army-West Point, Air Force Acade- 
my, Coast Guard Academy, Merchant Marine Acade- 
my, Naval Academy). Students interested in a ROTC 
scholarship are also invited to attend. The event will 
be held at the Springfield Museums, 21 Edward St., 
Springfield. All participants much be registered by 
April 17. Registration details are available at neal. 
house.gov/academy-nominations. 

The University of Massachusetts at Amherst Dis- 
ability Services office invites students to learn more 
about the transition from high school to college. This 
is an opportunity for accepted and prospective stu- 
dents with disabilities and their families. The event is 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday, April 23, in Furcolo 101. 
Register by April 10 with Rachel Adams, radams@ad- 
min.umass.edu or 413-545-0892, ext. 4. 

UMass-Amherst has put together an exciting line- 
up of pre-college programs for the summer of 2020 at 
umass.edu/summer/programs/academic-programs. 
In addition to popular returning programs such as 
the McCormack Sport Leadership Academy, Sum- 
mer Engineering Institute, Summer Design Academy, 
and many others, the following are new programs 
for 2020: Introduction to Programming in Process- 
ing; Foundations of Music Theory; Forensic Science: 
Crime Scene Investigation; Foundations of Data Sci- 
ence; Architectural & Landscape Watercolor Render- 
ing; and Economics of Hunger. If you have questions 
about these programs, contact Ben Mitchell, Summer 
Programs Coordinator, at bmitchell@umass.edu. 

Springfield Technical Community College and 
Holyoke Community College are again offering the 
chance for current juniors and seniors to take up 
to one free course in the fall and spring semesters 
through the College Now program. This is a great 
way to earn college credits while in high school while 
trying courses that may be helpful in exploring a po- 
tential career interest. The spring 2020 courses for 
STCC are now posted at stcc.edu/explore/schedules/ 
all-spring-2020. 
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cin UP NOW FOR 
SUMMER CAMP 


Factors to consider before 
choosing a summer camp 








CARING FOR BTOWN’S 
KIDZ FOR 25 YEARS! 


FOR AGES 5-12 YEARS 

10 Themed Weeks! 

, STEM @ ART © COOKING @ SPORTS 
7) SWIMMING « FIELD TRIPS ¢ DAILY CURRICULUM 
INDOOR/OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES & MORE! 

JUNE 22nd —- AUG 25th* 

Mon - Fri / 7:00 am - 6:00 pm 

*We follow the Belchertown school schedule. 

Extended camp available for students entering kindergarten in the fall! 


BE: Enrolling for ALL Summer and Fall Programs 
(Pre-K & School Age - Before/After School) 


Se ©. OPEN HOUSE « Sat., March 28th, 10am- -2pm 


FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE 
CHOOSE FROM FULL WEEK - PART TIME - FULL OR 3/4 DAY 
4 Stadler Street - (413) 323-5439 


belchertownkidzclub@gmail.com 
Follow Us [i EEC LICENSE #2912229 


We walk to the 
Free Summer Lunch 
Program at CHCS! 
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ARBORS CAMP 
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The Arbors Camp is gearing up for another season in the sun. 
From exploring nature and science to playing sports and 
games and creating art and music, The Arbors Camp gives 
kids amazing opportunities to learn, play and create. Summer 
camp is an unforgettable experience that is the beginning of 
many lifelong friendships. Start getting excited now. 


The Arbors Camps in Chicopee and East Longmeadow are open 
to kids ages 5-12. Visit arborskids.com for more information. 


Adults often look back fondly on their 
childhood experiences at summer camp. 
Camps can provide the opportunity to 
form lifelong friendships and discover re- 
warding hobbies that can enrich campers’ 
lives for decades to come. 

Choosing a summer camp is no small 
task, as the options at families’ disposal 
range from overnight camps to weekday 
afternoon camps to camps that special- 
ize in certain programs, such as music 
or dance. Cost also is likely to factor 
into families’ decisions, as the American 
Camp Association notes that cost can vary 
greatly depending on which camp fami- 
lies choose. For example, the ACA notes 
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that the average daily fee at a resident 
camp is $85, while the same fee at a day 
camp is $43. 

When looking for a summer camp for 
kids, families should make the decision 
together. Kids should be involved in the 
selection process, as they’re more likely 
to have an enjoyable camp experience 
if they had a say in where they will be 
spending their summers. The following 
are some factors families should consider 
as they look for summer camps, courtesy 
of the ACA. 


Kids’ interests 
The ACA urges parents to consider the 
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so don’t 
wait! 


Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true meaning 
of summer...having fun and making friends! 


Camp MacDuffie offers six weeks of exciting camp experiences: 


Week 1: July 6 - 10 
Week 2: July 13 - 17 
Week 3: July 20 - 24 


Week 4: July 27 - 31 
Week 5: August 3 - 7 
Week 6: August 10 - 14 


Camp programs include: 
Arts ¢ Athletics ¢ Coding ¢ Creative Writing * Dance ¢ Theater ¢ Science 


Monday-Friday 9am-3pm ® Area field trips and lunch included 
Additional morning and afternoon hours available 


Register now for summertime fun at summer.macduffie.org 


The MacDuffie School 


¢ 66 School Street « Granby, MA 01033 





HOLYOKE PEDIATRIC 
ASSOCIATES 


150 Lower Westfield Rd, Holyoke 
84 Willimansett St, South Hadley 


ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 
Call Us Today 413-536-2393, a, 


Introducing our 
newest physician- 
Dr eu n Lynch 


Like us on: 


Book your child’s Ee) 
Cchood, camp, sports, or annual 


Children need physicals going into K, 4th, 7th & 10th grades. 
e Pre-natal visits 

e Annual physicals 
e On-site Baystate Reference Lab in the Holyoke office 


e Most insurances accepted 


e Newborns to age 21 
e Sports physicals 


e Lactation Services 
e Behavioral Health Services 


e Open weekends & holidays! 





www.holyokepediatrics.com 
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child’s interests and personality before ACA notes that summer camps should 
choosing a summer camp. Parents might align with children’s interests and matu- 
want their children to attend the same rity level. 

summer camp they visited as youngsters, 

but each child is different. Just because Locale 

mom and dad liked a particular camp Locale may only be a consideration 
does not mean their children will. The for families considering overnight camps. 
Kids will likely be famil- 
iar with the locations of 
local day camps, but over- 
night camps might be set 
in mountain ranges, near 
the ocean or environments 
less familiar to youngsters. 
Kids who love the ocean 
might benefit from ocean- 
front camps that focus on 
marine biology, boating 
or other activities involv- 
“\\) ing the water. In the same 
: \:) vein, youngsters who like 
_— camping and hiking might 
be more likely to embrace 
camps located in mountain- 




















CAPEN HILL NATURE SANCTUARY SCIENCE and 
NATURE PROGRAM 
LOCATED AT 56CAPEN ROAD, CHARLTON, MA 


4 ONE WEEK SESSIONS STARTING July 13th / AGES 5-12 
Now Offering 


TEEN STEM CAMP 


For Ages 13-15 
' _ Four Themed Weeks S per 
/. Starting July 13th week 


I WWW.CAPENHILL.ORG. SAVE TIME and REGISTER 
- -; XY ah 





Capen Hill is an 86-acre sanctuary with trails open from 
dawn until dusk, and a visitor center that houses a 
library, mineral collection, animal residents, and a gift shop. 
Dedicated to Preservation and Environmental Education 


Space is limited. 
Register today! 


TEENS! I Visit hcc.edu/summer 
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PROGRAMS 
Ty Cog ST me) = 
Drone adventures 

Video Game Design 
Cooking & Baking 
Wilderness Survival 
Basketball/Soccer/Fencing 
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ous regions. 


Session length 


Camps may last as little as one week or 
up to a couple of months. Session length 
should be considered by families looking 





at both local day camps and overnight 
resident camps. Parents who want their 
children to enjoy a largely schedule-free 
summer might not want to commit their 
children to lengthy camp sessions, even if 
those sessions are close to home. If par- 


REYNOLDS BASEBALL CLINICS 


Wilt yy 


~ 
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Operated by Head Coach 
Matt Reynolds 


*> Youth Day Clinic: Aug 25-26 


High School Clinic: Aug 30 


Website: http://collegebaseballcamps.com/minuteman/ 


ORS 


Yellow Jackets 
Suummew 


e Girls Basketball 
e Soccer 

¢ Boys Basketball 
e Baseball 

e Softball 


AMERICAN 
INTERNATIONAL 
COLLEGE 


June 29th - July 3rd 
June 29th - July 3rd 
July 13th - July 16th 
July 20th — July 23rd 
July 27th - July 30th 


Camp information and registration 
can be found at the following address: 


www.aicyellowjacketcamps.com 


You can schedule an appointment with me, Nicki Callini, online anytime! 


1. Log in to aic.edu/connect 
2. Search for my name in the search bar & select me 
3. Select SCHEDULE APPOINTMENT & book your appointment 
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SIGN UP NOW FOR 
SUMMER CAMP 












SUMMER \ 
STONELEIGH-BUI 


STONELEIGH-BURNHAM 


SUMMER PROGRAMS 
Greenfield, MA 
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Greene Acres Equestrian Center tu. 


SUMMER CAMPS 


July 6 - July 10 | 
‘a, 


July 27 - Juy 31 
August 17 - August 21 
9am - 3pm (lunch not provided) bal 
Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 


English & Western, Ages 5 & up 


Call to Register (413) 813-9291 
53 Ware Road, Belchertown 


Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com 
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Polish Alliance Youth Camp, Inc. 


CAM? STAINICA 


22 Paul St., Bondsville, Massachusetts 
A non-profit overnight co-ed camp for ages 6-15 


POLANIA Gi 
Session 1: July 12-18, 2020 7 
Session 2: July 19-25, 2020 , L).... Ss 


A aaah = mstctoataanen 


www.campstanica.com 


Camp Marshall 


Day & Overnight Options for 
Traditional & Horse Camp Ages 7-16 
Cloverbud Day Camp Ages 4-6 ¢ Leadership Programs 
Mini-Camp Program ¢ Fun Theme Weeks 


Join us for a fun, hands-on outdoor summer experience! 
Make friends & memories that last a lifetime! 


Financial Aid Available! Visit us online for Rates, Dates & Registration 
www.CampMarshall.net ¢ 508-885-4891 ¢ 92 McCormick Road, Spencer, MA 01562 








HAMPSHIRE GYMNASTICS 
SUMMER MORNING PROGRAM 


Fun for Girls & Boys 4-10 years old 
Monday-Friday 9 am - 1 pm (early drop off available) 
NOW OFFERING 1 week sessions starting July 6th 





Drop your kids off fora 
morning of non-stop fun 
Our program includes 
gymnastics instruction, 
games, outside activities, 
arts and crafts, and slip- 
n-slide! They will love our 





trampolines, air pit, 
balance beams, rings and 
rock wall! Price $200 
week. Call our office or 





go online for more 
information. 











HAMPSHIRE 


(413) 256-6990 
www.hampshiregymnastics.com 


ents think their children can benefit from the same struc- 
ture they’re accustomed to during the school year, then 
an overnight camp that stretches for several weeks might 
be what they’re looking for. 

Summer camps give kids a chance to make memo- 
ries that will last a lifetime. Choosing the right camp is 
an important decision that parents and kids should make 
together. 


Adventures Await You 


This Summer at Bement! 


A Traditional Day Camp Experience for 
Boys and Girls ages 4 to 15 years 
From Bements beautiful campus in Historic Deerfield 













Bement Adventure Camp 
Session I: July 6 - July 17 + Session 2: July 20 - July 31 
Digging into Nature at Pine Hill 


Week 1: June 15-19 - Week 2: June 22-26 
Week 3: August 3-7 





Please visit our website for 
more information & to register 
www.bement.org/summer 
Questions? 413.774.7061 


EMENT 
| x NOOL | 


PLUS: 
New Robotics 
Program 


(grades 5-8) 


Belchertown Day School 
presents 


BELCHERTOWN 
| SUMMER FUN 


Children are our top priority! 


NEW, LOWER 
PRICING! 


a Y fe As low as $29/day. 
school Age Summer Program for children 
who have completed K-6th grade. 


Full Day Camp Includes: 
Swimming, Field Trips, Sports, Nature Exploration, 
Arts & Crafts, Weekly Themes. 
Flexible Scheduling Available 


For more information, visit 
www.belchertowndayschool.org 
(413) 323-8108 and/or email Heidi@belchertowndayschool.org 


SUMMER CAMP 


LUDLOW COMMUNITY CENTER 
RANDALL BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 


91 Claudia’s Way Ludlow, MA 01056 
413-583-2072 


Camp Hours: 6:30am - 5:30PM 
June 22"7 - August 14 


Weekly Field Trips 
For more information, visit: 


www.ludlowbgc.org 
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See how curious children 
become eager students. 


Pi 


The Gorse Children’s Center 
is Now Enrolling! 


e Infant © Toddler ¢ Preschool 

e Pre-Kindergarten 

¢ Before & After-School Program 
(K-3rd} 
Summer Explorations: 
Fabulous Field Trips, 
Outrageous Outdoor Activi- 
ties, Science Rocks, Art Smart, 
Water Play, Fun & Games! 


¢ Full & part-day programs 
¢ Flexible scheduling 
¢ Academic & full 


“s year calendars 


The Gorse Children’s Center 
at Mount Holyoke College 
27 Morgan Street, South Hadley, MA 
413-538-3351 

gorse @ brighthorizons.com 
www.brighthorizons.com/gorse 


THE DOCTORS ARE IN... 


eg 
Bright Horizons. 





Visit our new Belchertown ‘ 
office just down the road from | 
the previous location. » , ‘ 


Call to book your camp 
physicals today! 


Gary J. Nielan, M.D. 
Francesca M. Bajaj, M.D. 
Thirza C. Lareau, M.D. 
Amy C. Kasper, M.D. 
Kimberly A. Dewey, M.D. 
Kimberly J. Martins, M.D. 
Priya S. Malik, M.D. 
Deanna Tocco, M.D. 
Jonathan Rosenstein, M.D. 


2 Convenient Rebecca Gumey, C.N.P. 


| Rele-tale)set4 
2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham 
35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 5, Belchertown 


(413) 599-1201 © Fax: (413) 323-1145 
www.pamcares.com 


EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION 


Thursday, April 16™ & Tuesday, April 28" 
9:00am — 2:00pm 

Thursday, April 23° & Monday, May 4" 
6:00pm — 7:30pm 





$160 per week/per child — Ludlow Resident 
$170 per week/per child — Non-resident 


No Appointment Necessary/No Additional Discounts 


Must pay in Full or Use Auto Debit 





General Registration 





Friday, May 15" 9:00-2:00PM 
Wednesday, May 20" 6:00-7:30PM 
Thursday, May 28" 6:00-7:30PM 


$180 per week/per child: Ludlow Resident 
$190 per week/per child: Non-Resident 


$50 registration fee will be waived with pay in full 
or auto debit option. 


Space is Limited 
Must bring a voided check or bank letter for auto debit 
*Current immunizations due at the time of registration* 
Questions? Contact: ssantos@ludlowbgc.org or kmartins@ludlowbgc.org 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


RETIRED PROFESSIONAL PHO- 
TOGRAPHER everything goes from 
camera bags, wedding albums, posing 
bench and table, a framer, etc. Too 
much to mention. Call 413-5388290 


FARM 
EQUIPMENT 


51’ FORD 8N TRACTOR 3 ot. 
hitch, original owner. Front guard, 
chains, 3 pt. jack, mounted front tire. 
Excellent condition $6,000.413-230- 
8136 Chesterfield 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


SEASONED FIREWOOD 1 and 2 
yr. old. Prompt response and delivery. 
Call now S & K 413-267-3100 or 
800-607-5296. 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 


AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 


pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 


an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wart- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 
hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 


ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 








****%* A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 

Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 
10% disc. with this ad. 

All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 Repairs, additions, decks, 
sheds, garage, barns. Commercial, 
Residential, porches, doors, windows. 
Tim 


AAA DUMPSTER RENTALS, 10- 
30 yd. capacity, house clean-outs. Fully 
insured. Commercial/ Residential. Free 
estimates. 413-277-5660 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta @ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 















WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE SER- 
VICE Since 1981. Servicing all makes 
and models of washers, dryers, re- 
frigerators, stoves, dishwashers. Also 
dryer vent cleaning. (413)536-0034 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 





DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 


Ps 50,500 


CUMMINGTON 
GOSHEN 
| WILLIAMSBURG 
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GER 
“us 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 


BELCHERTOWN 


fe BROOKFIELD 









HUBBARDSTON 


A>) 
NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 











EAST 
BROOKFIELD 










BRIMFIELD 


STURBRIDGE 
WALES (au 


Suburban 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59 000 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


SERVICE CALLS, REPAIRS, code 
violations, smoke alarms, home in- 
spection repairs, Hot Tubs, swimming 
pools, more. Timothy McGovern Lic 
#a16618 413-530-4958 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS Spe- 
cializing in the best quality and selec- 
tion of insulated Haas garage doors. 
Sales, Installation, service and repairs 
of residential and commercial garage 
doors and openers. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Call (413)289-6550, 
(413)626-1978 or www.menardga- 


ragedoors.com 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


ACO 
MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 
All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 


413-374-7779 





AFFORDABLE HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS LLC. 
Trust the professionals and look the 
best for less. Roof Repairse 
Landscapings Gutters 
413-388-0985 
http://ahi-llc.com 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 





et oe oe sar t Se ae oa 
33.00 “ys . Extensive references available, 
50¢ for each additional word. Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
| , —| Add $10 for a second Zone Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
34.50 835.00 Pas 35 50 “s3600| Or add $15 to run in 3733 
ALL THREE ZONES. HOME IMPROVEMENT: KITCH- 
ENS bathrooms, replacement win- 
‘ ‘ dows & doors, roofing, siding, decks, 
; Includ 
Name: a Phone: First ZONE base price —— ooo ‘titional wot custom woodworking, drywall. Full 
Address: Add a second ZONE $10.00 | insured & registered 413-237-2250 
Run my ad in the Mark 
: , Sa : S following ZONE(s): 
Town: —__ State; _ 2p: Adda third ZONE __*5.00__ HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ Subtotal O MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
Credit Card: “MasterCard UVISA JQ Discover 4 Cash  Check# textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
x Number of Weeks ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
Card #: Exp. Date CVV TOTAL Enclosed mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 
Amount of charge: Date: 


Read your local 
newspaper online at 
WWwW.newspapers.turley.com 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


***AAA DEVENO LANDSCAP- 
ING*** Spring Clean-ups, Shrub 
trimming, weekly maintenance, bobcat 
service, new lawns, new landscaping, 
brick walks and patios. Free estimates. 
Residential/ Commercial (413)746- 
9065 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Dethatching 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


LEGAL SERVICES 


ATTORNEY PATRICIA HEBERT 
40 years experience. Divorce, Wills, 
Estates, 209A, Custody, Adoption, Al- 
imony, Child Support, Mediation. ALL 
COUNTIES 413-786-2211 he- 
bert.pmh@gmail.com 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER quality 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924. 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 
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TREE WORK 


ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


AUTO 


CASH ncaa 
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CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


AUTO PARTS 


BUYING JUNK OR wrecked cars 
and light trucks. Call Mark’s Auto Parts, 
in East Granby, CT. 860-653-2551 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 
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FINANCIAL SERVICES 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. Gift 
certificates available. 860-874-8077 
Suffield, CT endofhunt.com 
HEALTH INFORMATION 
MANAGER 
LIFE CARE CENTER OF 
WILBRAHAM 
Full-time position available. Qualified 
candidate must have ICD-9 coding 
experience, be detail-oriented and 
possess strong organizational and 
time management skills. We offer great 
pay and benefits in a team-oriented 
environment. 
Lisa Persson 
413-596-3111/ 413-596-9072 Fax 
2399 Boston Rd., Wilbraham, MA 01095 
Lisa_Persson @Icca.com 
LifeCareCareers.com 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 
142912 





MECHANIC WANTED. EXPERI- 
ENCED in truck & heavy equipment. 
Must have own tools. APMI, Monson, 
MA 413-267-4088 


POSITION AVAILABLE Market 
Manager for the Belchertown Farmers 
Market. Part time May through Octo- 
ber. Contact belchertownfarmersmar- 
ket @ gmail.com for more information. 


THE GRANBY HOUSING AU- 
THORITY is seeking a part-time 
administrative clerk 15 hours weekly. 
Responsibilities include general clerical 
assistance including data-entry, filing, 
photocopying, Candidate must be orga- 
nized, flexible, and possess the ability 
to multitask, work independently, and 
follow oral and written instructions. Min- 
imum of one year of clerical experience 
is required. Resume should be mailed 
to Executive Director, Granby Housing 
Authority, 50 Phins Hill Manor, Granby, 
MA 01033 no later than March 20, 2020. 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


THE TOWN OF BARRE (popu- 
lation: 5365; budget: $12million) is 
seeking qualified applicants for Town 
Administrator to serve as chief admin- 
istrative officer of the town. 

The successful candidate will have 
excellent leadership qualities, excep- 
tional oral and written communication 
skills including successful grant-writ- 
ing record, experience with municipal 
finances/budgets, procurement, Mass. 
General Laws, human_ resources/ 
personnel management, and_plan- 
ning. The candidate should be for- 
ward-thinking and innovative, with a 
strong commitment and motivation to 
work collaboratively with town depart- 
ment heads, employees, boards, com- 
mittees, and citizens. 

The Town Administrator plays a cru- 
cial role in the town’s overall planning, 
management, organization, stability, 
and growth. The position works under 
the three-member Board of Selectmen. 
View the job description at www.town- 
ofbarre.com. 

Job requirements include: Bachelor's 
degree in public administration, busi- 
ness administration, or a related field, 
and five years of related experience 
with a minimum of three years in a 
managerial position. Salary commen- 
surate with experience. 

Please send cover letter, resume, and 
three professional references to tase- 
arch @townofbarre.com, no later than 
April 9, 2020. 


THE TOWN OF LUDLOW is ac- 
cepting applications for temporary, 
seasonal, maintenance positions in 
the Dept. of Public Works. Hours may 
vary from week to week. The rate of 
pay is $12.75 per hour. Applications 
are available between 9:00 am- 4:00 
pm at 198 Sportsmen's Road, Ludlow, 
MA and will be accepted until March 
19, 2020. EOE/AA. 


REAL ESTATE 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


2020) 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


PROCRASTINATORS WANTED 
Are you still putting off filing your taxes? 
Why not let the tax professionals at AJE Financial Services help! 
We will do whatever it takes (within our power) to make it 
as painless as possible. Why not give us a call today! 
It shouldn't have to hurt! 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
“David The Tax Man" 


t— Tel: 413-289-0058 
iad Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 
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IRS Problems? 
Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 © Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com * pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


PALMER FURNISHED 1 bedroom 
apt., All utilities included, off-street 
parking. No smoking, No pets $225 
weekly. 413-478-6048 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


AUTHOMZED 


Call For An 
Appointment IRS 


PROVIDER 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 32 years tax experience ~ _ 


Bruce J. Charwick 
62 Jim Ash Road 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Personal & Small Business 


FAST 





IRS Certified lax Preparers 
1622 North Main Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


PROVIDER 


Federal & All States 
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TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


Reg. Prices 
To All New Clients ' 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-324-6548 
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Get Facts, 
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Support the facts. Read your local paper! 


In Print & Online | 800.824.6548 
www.turley.com 
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YOUR LOCAL 4 ELECTRICIAN 


TRUSTED Home Owner's Electrician 
RELIABLE Angelo J. Mazza Electrician 


Lic. No. 39940 E / Fully Insured 
DEPENDABLE 







Senior/Veteran Discounts 


(413) 433-2707 
2 3 FUEL/HEATING OIL 4 IRRIGATION 


















Quality Flooring & Professional Install a 4 Family Owned & Operated 
WARTIN'’S BAY STATE Since 1962 





















floor covering inc. 








| FUEL OIL | (413) 733-5088 
COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL (800) 529-5088 


www.baystatefueloil.com 











Lawns e Gardens e Perennial Beds 


413-969-2033 


Fully Insured ¢ Free Estimates 












e Heating Oil Delivery ¢ Heating Service 
e Air Conditioning Service ¢ Fuel Payment Plans 
e New Customer Specials ¢ And More! 


501 Southampton Rd Westfield, MA 01085 
413-568-4460 1-800-498-4460 


www.martinsfloorcovering.com 


5 PLUMBING & HEATING 6. 
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PLUMBING 
& HEATING 




























Sh ; Saal OVER 30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 

& | I, / | e Specializing in Residential & 

=—4 Tidiaj ae, §=—ommercial Industrial Roofing 
ROOFING & SIDING ° Siding ¢ Repairs 


e Senior Discounts 
Patios ¢ Walls © Walks e Stairs CONTRACTORS e Metal Roofs 


Over 20 Years Experience ¢ Owner On Site* Guaranteed Work | ° Windows & Gutters Installed e Excellent References 
Specializing in Unique Hardscape Design & Installation | Licensed & Fully Insured ¢ MA Lic# 170804 e CT Lic# 0632625 
413-821-9498 FREE ESTIMATES 413.786.4081 
















COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL - SERVICE 
(413) 789-2260 
Specializing in on-demand water heater installation and repairs 





CRWLandscapes@aol.com 





